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Smply put, museum archives serve as the museum’s memory. Like other inditutiond
archives, museum archives function to “ preserve and administer records of permanent value not
in current use”' Records of the museum may bein any and al formats. Most museum archives
contain at least three kinds of records.

1. Recordsthat are part of their collection including items such as, maps,
artifacts, photographs and audio-visud materias.

2. Archival materid pertaining to their collection including provenance
information

3. Museums aso manage their own ingtitutional archives.”
Thiskind of information and a variety of others, depending on the indtitution, are readily
available to museums gtaff, trustees and interns. In most cases, the public may access the
museum’ s archives by appointment to conduct scholarly research.

Asde from the basic indtitutiond papers, many museum archives contain itemsthet are
collectionsin and of themsdves. Often times persond papers and artifacts of the artists
themsdves are found in the archives. For example, the Museum of Modern Art archivesin
New Y ork City contain a one-of-a-kind tie made by Pablo Picasso for former museum director
Alfred Barr. It'sorigina mailing envelope hand drawn and addressed in crayon by Picasso is

aso apart of the museums archives. Museum archives are an inva uable research tool.



This pathfinder has been created for an academic library setting in order to help museum
patrons and researchers understand the function, necessity and research vaue of archiva
collections within amuseum setting. It dso servesasatool for museum staff interested in
garting their own archives. The sources | selected provide both background information on
museum archives and case examples. | chose to select sources that are publicly available and,
except for the staple resources, have been published within the past ten years. All the books
included in the bibliography are available at the Perry Cagtafieda Library (PCL) at the
Universty of Texas-Augtin in order to cater to loca academic scholars. To provide the most
recent information | included severa online sources as well as societies and associations that
ded specificaly with the field of museum archives

| began my quest for sources with the search engine Google using the term “museum
archives’ in parentheses to yield that particular phrasein my results. | was able to locate
severd relevant associations and organizations. Many of the results were for the archives of
gpecific museums themselves.

Next | proceeded to search the University of Texas online library cataog, UTNetCat.
This search produced only one book deding specificaly with museum archives but severd
dedling with genera archives and description. Since so few books were available | located
variousjournd articles by usng the subject heading "museum archives’ in Article First and
Readers Guide Abstracts databases available through the UT Library Online. The searches

produced severd article citations that provided useful background knowledge and issues



pertaining to museum archives. | did try Humanities Index and came up with no results. Findly,

Grove Dictionary of Art online has an extendve entry on archives.

Part I1:
Annotated Bibliography

Books
Note: All call numbers correspond to the holdings of the Perry Castafieda Library (PCL) at the
Univergty of Texas-Audin.

1. Deiss William A.. Museum Archives: An Introduction. Chicago: Society of American
Archivists, 1984. (AM158 D45 1984 PCL Stacks)

This book is the basic procedurd manud for museum archives and the only one written on the
topic specificaly. Topics covered include why amuseum should have an archives, planning a
museum archives, how to start an archives program and basic procedures. It isan essentid tool
for anyone setting up a museum archives,

2. Gracy, David B. Archives and Manuscripts: Arrangement and Description. Chicago:
Society of American Archivists, 1977. (2695.2 G73 PCL Stacks)

Gracy’ sbook is perhaps the essentid manua for novicesto the archiva field. It coversthe two
basic activitiesin archival enterprise, arrangement and description. While it does not ded
specificaly with museum archives, it is abasc manud necessary for sarting an archives from the
bottom up.

3. Yéakd, Elizabeth. Starting an Archives. Chicago: Society of American Archivists and
Scarecrow Press, 1994. (CD950 Y 35 1994 PCL Stacks)

Like Gracy’s book, this manud is designed for those professionas and administrators interested
in garting their own indtitutiona archives. Yake discusses the financid and adminigrative
aspects of garting an archives as well as easily understood descriptions of basic archival
procedures. This manuad aso contains sample forms and documents.



Journal Articles

4. Calin, John W. “Your Past is Disgppearing: What Museums Should Know About the 20"
Century Archives Crigs” Museum News 78, no. 1 (1999): 46-49.

Researchers may find this article interesting because the author, John W. Carlin, isthe archivigt
of the United States. In Your Past is Disappearing, he gives his views on the importance of
cooperation between curators and archivigts. He says their job should be to work together in
order to provide superior public service. Carlin dso emphasizes the fact that museums not only
need to care for their artifacts but aso their records.

5. Cisngros, Guillermo and Ana LuisaDddaux. “RAMA - Remote Access to Museum
Archives” Information Services and Use 14 (1994): 171-181.

Asof 1994 RAMA was amgjor initiative in Europe to provide remote access to museum
archives through computer networking. This article provides ingght into the kinds of projects
being implemented to make museum archives more accessible to researchers.

6. Lawrence, Deirdre E. “The Evolution of aLibrary: The Brooklyn Museum of Art Library
and Archives” Art Documentation 18, no. 1 (1999): 10-13.

This article was written for the 175™ Anniversary of the Brooklyn Museum of Art Libraries and
Archives and is purely the historical tracing of the development of amuseum library and
archives. It isuseful for aresearcher interested in museum archives to read about an actua case
example of an archivethat is ill functioning and continues to actively collect.

7. Médton, Maureen. “Presarving Love s Laborsin the Museums Archives” Art
Documentation 15, no. 1 (1996): 7-9.

Melton discusses the importance of keeping exhibition records created by curators for current
and future researchers. This article serves as an example of how and why internd museum
records should be saved. She describes the arduous process curators endure while putting
together and exhibition. Mdton sheds light on the array of invauable * behind the scenes’
materials available to researchers.

8. Museum News 70, November-December 1991.

The entire issue of this journd is dedicated to museum archives.  The main topics discussed are
the relationship between the archivist and the curator and how they arein many ways
performing the same jobs but often do not communicate well. In order to make the most of
both professons within the inditution, communication is paramount. The articlesin thisissue



give the researcher some background into the field as well as some common issues faced by
museum archivigts.

9. Pederson, Ann. “Do Red Archivists Redly Need Archives and Museum Informatics?’
American Archivist 53, no. 4 (Fall 1990): 666-675.

Ann Pederson reviews and anayzes a new, at the time, quarterly newdetter, Archives and
Museum Informatics, and atechnica seriesto assesif the field of archives needs such abridge
between the two professions. She concludes the newdetter and technica reports are needed to
help keep archivigs abreast of the new developmentsin the fied.

Index, Abstracts and Full Text
Note: All available through UT Library Online

10. ArticleFirst (Database). Dublin, OH: , OCLC Online Computer Library Center, Inc., 1990
- present. Updated daily.

Indexes articles from the last ten years from over 12,000 journds dedling with the humanities,
science, socid science, medicine and popular culture. Abstracts occasiondly included. Search
using the term museum archives.

11. NetFirst (Database). Dublin, OH: , OCLC Online Computer Library Center, Inc., current.
Updated daily.

Verified and updated daily, NetFirst contains over 100,000 Internet resources and web pages.
Use the search string museum archives.

12. Readers Guide Abstracts (Database). Bronx, NY: H.W. Wilson, January, 1983 - present.
Updated Monthly.

The dectronic verson of the print Reader’ Guide to Periodical Abstracts Indexes and
abstracts acore list of popular periodicas published in the United States and Canada.

It also cites book reviews and contains abstracts for many entries. Again the term “museum
archives’™ produces the most results.



I nter net

13. “Archives’ Grove Dictionary of Art Online. <http://www.groveart.com/> [Accessed 8
October 2000].

Avallable through UT Library Online, Grove Dictionary of Art Online is the electronic verson
of the print, which is anecessity in any academic and art library. Grove' sis continuoudy
updated and contains * updates to the existing 41,000 articles of the print edition aswell as over
15,000 links to the web sites of museums and gdleries around the world with more than
100,000 color images.”" The entry on Archives is very comprehensive.

14. Google (Search Engine). Avallable a: <http://www.google.com/> [Accessed 8 October
2000]

According to Wired magazine, Google isthe “mog intdligent agent on theinternet.” Itisa
favorite among researchers because it indexes over one billion web pages and often produces
the most relevant web sitesfor your topic. Use the term “museum archives’, in quotes, for the
best reaults.

15. Museum Archivist. Avalableat:
<http://daryl.chin.gc.ca:8000/BA S| S/forum/user/e |etters/SDW2W%3DTY PE%20%3D%20%27L etter%
27%200RDER%20BY %20EVERY %20T1/Ascend%26M%3D21%26R%3DY [Accessed 12 October
2000].

Thisisanewdetter produced by the Museum Archives section of the Society of American
Archivigs. Itis published twice ayear and contains section reports, current issues, book
reviews, and announcementsin the field of Museum Archives. It isaso useful because it
provides contacts and serves as a network of professonasin afairly specidized fied.

16. Virtual Libraries Museum Page. Avallable a: <http://www.icom.org/vimp/> [Accessed 27
October 2000].

Thissteisaliging of web pages for museums al over theworld. It contains thousands of
entries and dso has aligting by type such as children’s, art, science and natura history. This
web steisussful for museum archives because alist has yet to be compiled of soldy museum
archives web pages so, from here researchers can go to individual museum pages and search to
seeif they do have their own archiva collection.



Associations/Or ganizations

17. AAM (American Association of Museums).

1575 Eye Street, NW Suite 400

Washington, DC 20005

Phone: (202) 289-1818

Fax: (202) 289-6578

Web page: http://www.aamrus.org/ [Accessed 10 October 2000]

Founded in 1906, AAM represents dl types of museums and the professiond's and staff who
work within the museums. Their misson is to provide support and advocacy for museums
throughout the United States. Currently AAM has more than 16,000 members including

11,500 museum professionals and volunteers, 3,100 ingtitutions, and 1,700 corporate members.
Their web Site serves as away for museums professionals to keep abreast of current issues and
contains many professiona resources such as Aviso, their employment bulletin.

18. IMLS (Ingtitute of Museum and Library Services).

1100 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20506

Phone: (202) 606-8536

Fax: (202) 606-8591

Web page: http://www.imis.gov/ [Accessed 9 October 2000].

IMLS is the only government agency of its kind and was started as aresult of the Museum and
Library Services Act of 1996. They work expresdy to provide grants and support to museums
and libraries of dl kinds throughout the United States. They work to enhance the educetiona
benefits of the two ingtitutions by fostering relationships between them. The IMLS web ste
contains grant information, recent grant recipients, and eectronic access to their publications
and resources.

19. SAA (Society of American Archivigts).

527 South Wells Street, 5" Floor

Chicago, IL 60607

Phone: (312) 922-0140

Fax: (312) 347-1453

Web page: http://www.archivists.org/ [Accessed 10 October 2000].




The Society of American Archivists was founded in 1936 to serve the information and
educationa needs of its membersin the field of Archival Enterprise. They are the oldest ad
largest nationd archiva association in North America. SAA has severd sections designed asa
tool for members with amilar fields and backgrounds to communicate. They have museum
archives section composed of “persons responsible for the organization and care of records
relating to archives located in museums”’ From here thereisalink to their newdetter Museum
Archivist, discussed earlier in the bibliography.

Style Manual used: Turabian, Kate L. A Manual for Writers of Term Papers, Theses, and
Dissertations. Chicago: University of Chicago, 1996.



Under standing M useum Ar chives:
A Pathfinder by Rebecca Roberts

http://www.qgslis.utexas.edu/~vmuseum/roberts.pdf

Museum archives serve as the museum’ s memory. They “preserve and administer records of
permanent value not in current use”"" Records of the museum may bein any and dl formats.
This pathfinder has been created to help museum patrons and researchers understand the
function, necessity and research vaue of archiva collections within a museum setting. It dso
serves asatool for those museums interested in starting their own archives.

Wherecan | learn more about the field of archivesin general?

To gain afirm grasp on the generd fidd of archiva enterprise including types, history and
examples, gart with the entry “archives’ in the online verson of The Grove Dictionary of Art.
The Grove Dictionary of Art can be accessed online through the Indexes, Abstracts and Full
Text databases at the University of Texas Library Onlineat:  <http://mwww.lib.utexas.edw/>or
directly a <http://www.groveart.com/>. Once & the Dictionary’ s web-Site, the researcher should
search using the term “archives’. The article on archivesis very comprehensive.

Do most museums have ar chival collections and wherein theinternet can | find a
listing of museumswith archival collections?

Whether or not a museum has an archiva collection isredly dependent upon the ingtitution itself.
Many factors come into play such as the museums misson statement, funding and staffing.

A comprehensve listing of museum archives has yet to be compiled, but a smple search using
the terms “museum archives’ in <http:/Amww.google.com> produces links to a several museum
archives web pages.

Another place to sart isthe Virtual Libraries Museum Page <http:/Aww.icom.org/vimp/>
This Ste provides researchers with an extensive list of web addresses for museums al over the
world.

| am alibrarian in asmall local museum. How can | start our own museum ar chives?
William A. Deiss covers dl aspects necessary when setting up a museum archives specificaly.

William A. Deiss. Museum Archives: An Introduction. Chicago: Society of
American Archivists, 1984. (AM 158 D45 1984 PCL Stacks)



A few other good books available at the PCL that ded with starting an archiva collection and
archivd principlesin generd are:

David B. Gracy. Archives and Manuscripts: Arrangement and Description.
Chicago: Society of American Archivists, 1977. (2695.2 G73 PCL Stacks)

Elizabeth Yakd. Sarting an Archives. Chicago: Society of American Archivists and
Scarecrow Press, 1994. (CD950 Y 35 1994 PCL Stacks)

Whereon thelnternet can | find moreinformation on, and support for museum
ar chives?

Agan by using the search engine Googl e to perform a search using “museum archives’ asthe
subject, you will get numerous “hits’ concerning the many aspects of museum archives. But, the
best place to find support for and information about museum archives is the museum archives
section of the SAA (Society of American Archivigts). They publish the newdetter, Museum
Archivist that providesinformation on current events and is the central network for museum
archives professonds.

SAA Museum Archives Section. Avallable a:
<http://www.archivists.org/governance/handbook/section9.htm - description> [Accessed 12 October
2000].

Museum Archivist. Avalable at:
<http://daryl.chin.gc.ca:8000/BA Sl S/forum/user/e |etters/SDWAW%3DTY PE%20%3D%20%27L etter%27%
200RDER%20BY %20EV ERY %20TI/Ascend%626M %3D21%26R%3DY> [ Accessed 12 October 2000].

| hopethisinformation has been useful. Remember never hesitateto ask alibrarian
for additional help!
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