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Journal writing has existed for centuries as a way to transmit thoughts and
feelings to paper (Kerka 1). It has been used in education for decades but appears to
have increased in popularity when the dialogue journal came into use in the 1980s (David
110). Teachers worldwide endorse journal writing in classrooms. Most literature
published on this topic is qualitative although some empirical research has been done
(Croxton and Berger 2).

The benefits of journal writing in a classroom setting are numerous. They
include:

1) Improvement of analytical ability

2) Improvement of memory

3) Ability to connect course concepts to life experiences

4) Improvement of communication skills and linguistic development

The appeal of journal writing is that its use is not limited to a specific age group,
subject area, or ability. There are three types of journals commonly used in education:

1) Dialogue journal — in informal written conversation between a student and teacher
whereby the teacher models corrects grammar and spelling through his/her response to
the student. The teacher may provide journal prompts, which are questions designed to
stimulate student writing.

2) Literary journal — ajournal in which a student will record his’her responses to
literature or text.

3) Subject journal —a multi-use journa focused on a specific subject. It can be used to
record subject terminologies, responses to subject matter, or style guidelines (Cobine
1-3).

This pathfinder has been created to assist K-8 pre-service teachers at Northwest
Indian College in Lummi, Washington. It is designed to help these teachers locate
resources that will assist them in using jounal writing as a classroom tool. This
pathfinder seeks to answer questions such as: Where can | find new articles about journal
writing? Can | use journal writing in an ESL classroom? Where can | find some sample
journal prompts? Because this pathfinder is designed for use in avirtua library, the
resources are limited to those freely accessible on the Internet and those accessible
through the H.W. Wilson educational database.

| began my search for resources by using the AltaVista search engine. My first
search term was "journal writing." This search resulted in many hits, but most were
oriented towards personal journal writing and not education journal writing. | then
refined my search to "student journal writing." 1 did find afew articles through this



search. Later | tried the Google search engine with the same search terms and got more
relevant sources.

Next | targeted educational resource web sites. | started with the United States
Department of Education. | did not find anything through their Gateway to Educational
Materials. However, by searching their entire web site using the term "journal writing” |
was able to find several relevant documents from ERIC Digests. | then went to the ERIC
Digests website to continue the search. Next, | went to the Education World website.
This was also a successful avenue.
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The benefits and difficulties of using journal writing in adult education are discussed in
thisarticle. The author starts with a discussion of journal types, such as responsive and
dialogue, and then discusses exactly how these journals help adult learners. Some
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Journal writing guidelines are provided for the adult learner as well as for the teachers.
While this article focuses on adult learners, many of the concepts can be applied to
younger students.
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and she goes on to provide a transcript of an actual dialogue journal created in a



California classroom. Benefits and drawbacks of this educational process are mentioned
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14) Staton, Jana. "Dialogue Journals." ERIC Clearinghouse on Reading and
Communication Skills. Urbana, IL. 1987. ED 284276. 17 Feb.
2001. <http://www.ed.gov/databases/ERIC_Digests/ed284276.html>.

This article focuses specifically ondialogue journals as away to facilitate communication
between students and teachers. The author points out that these types of journals can be
used in all types of situations and that the writing style tends to be conversational.
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A valuable resource with links to numerous educational resources such as statistics,
curricular materials, and ERIC Digests. The web site can be searched for articles on
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Gibaldi, Joseph. MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers. 5th ed. The Modern
Language Association of America: New Y ork, 1999.




Journal Writing: A Pathfinder
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Prepared by Heidi Dodson

Journal writing has proven to be an effective educational tool over the past few
decades. Its applications are diverse; from kindergarten classes to ESL students to eight
grade math classes. Journal writing itself can take many formsin order to achieve
different goals. For example, aresponse journal can record student reactions to a piece of
literature, and a dialogue journal can facilitate communication between student and
teacher as well asimprove the writing skills of students.

In this pathfinder | will provide information about how to access resources in journal
writing. These resources focus on different journal types, the benefits they can provide,
the logistics to implement journal writing, and the role of the teacher in this process as
both observer and participant.

These resources are intended to serve pre-service teachers at Northwest Indian College.
They will be incorporated into a virtua library and therefore are available on the Internet.
The URL for each resource site is provided.

Wherecan | find a general introduction to journal writing in the classroom?

In order to gain a general understanding of how to use journal writing in the classroom as
well as an introduction to the most common types of journals, read the following ERIC
Digest. It can be accessed at
<http://www.ed.gov/databases/ERIC_Digests/ed378587.html>.

Cobine, Gary R. "Effective Use of Student Journal Writing." ERIC Clearinghouse on
Reading English and Communication Bloomington, IN. 1995. ED 37857.

What exactly are dialogue jour nals and how are they used?

Diaogue journals conversational style journals. They are popular because of their
widespread applicability and the safe writing environment they provide for students. In
order to understand this type of journal in more depth, read the following article by one
of the original advocates of dialogue journals. It can be accessed at
<http://www.ed.gov/databases/ERIC_Digests/ed284276.html>.

Staton, Jana. "Dialogue Journals." ERIC Clearinghouse on Reading and Communication
Skills. Urbana, IL. 1987. ED 284276.

Where can | find examples of journal prompts, or sample journal questions, to use
in my classroom?



For sample journal prompts used by educators nationwide, visit the following Education
World web site at the URL provided. Here you will find a message board consisting of
sample prompts. Anyone can contribute prompts that they have found to be successful.

“Education World Journal Writing Response Thread”. Education World.
<http://www.educationworld.com/boards/showpost.pl ?Board
=curriculum& Number =2& page=08& view=col | apsed& sh=5>.

Can | usejournal writing with non-native English speakers?

One of the best journal types to use for non native English speakers is the dialogue
journal. The student-teacher interaction promotes communication and trust, and the
students are not graded on grammar or spelling so they can write more freely. The
following article addresses these issues and provides guidance on how to use this journal.
It can be accessed at <http://www.ed.gov/databases/ERIC_Digests/ed354789.html>.

Peyton, Joy Kreeft. "Diaogue Journals: Interactive Writing to Develop Language and
Literacy." ERIC Clearinghouse on Language and Linguistics. Washington DC. 1993.
ED 354789.

Arethereany ethical issues associated with journal writing?

Because journal writing encourages self-expression, privacy and confidentiality are of
vital importance ethically and legally. For information on these issues and guidelines on
how to protect student privacy, read Jenkinson's article. It can be accessed at
<http://www.ed.gov/databases/ERIC _Digests/ed365989.html>.

Jenkinson, Edward. "Writing Assignments, Journals, and Student Privacy.” ERIC
Clearinghouse on Reading, English, and Communication. Bloomington, IN. 1994. ED
365989.

Wherecan | goto find the most up-to-date articles on journal writing?

In order to keep up with the literature on this topic, periodically visit the following web
sites. At each site, search for relevant journal writing articles by using the search terms
"Journal writing" or "student journals" in quotation marks. The ERIC Digests are
updated quarterly.

ERIC Digests- Accessible at <http://www.ed.gov/databases/ERIC_Digests/index>.
U.S Department of Education — Accessible at <http://www.ed.gov>.
Google search engine — Accessible at <http://www.google.com>.

If you have any questions about finding journal writing resour ces, contact Heidi
Dodson at heidijas74@yahoo.com or ask areference librarian.
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