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reflected the needs and ambitions of these elites and their desire to con-
trol the rest of society. Hence, many Latin American countries’ national
identities result from the intellectual and cultural maneuvering of the
elites.4

As a region, Latin America shares a common cultural identity. What
are the elites, which control the culture in this region, made up of?
Hernán Godoy Urzúa argues that Latin American intellectuals, in most
cases, come from the bourgeoisie and petite bourgeoisie (116). John
Gillin observes that

For the Latin American, the universe, including human society, has
traditionally been arranged in a series of strata, and the culture is
still strongly influenced by the values which he attaches to hierar-
chy. The political, social, and religious structures of the colonial era
were highly stratified entities. A rigid political structure, ultimately
controlled from the Iberian peninsula, imposed upon the colonies a
system of political ranks and powers. (61)

Gillin also argues that the middle strata (intellectuals and other sectors)
of Latin American countries play an important role in this hierarchical,
cultural tradition (57).

For the purposes of this paper, intellectuals represent a great variety of
people who in one way or another are producers of knowledge. This cat-
egory includes historians, social scientists, “hard” scientists, writers,
artists, philosophers, and, in some ways, librarians and archivists. Part of
this elite actually has no direct contact with the social masses. In con-
trast, others work and do research on topics closely related to the masses.

In his research on Latin American intellectuals, Hernán Godoy Urzúa
found that this elite, when working on topics that directly affect all sec-
tors of society, adopts an extremely paternalistic attitude. They hold the
opinion that interpretation, analysis, and comprehension of society in
general is under their control. Through these activities the intellectual
elite creates myths, symbols, ideas, and ideologies with which the rest of
society identifies itself (125).

One of the intellectual elite’s sources lie in documents that provide it
with the information needed for the interpretation, analysis, and com-
prehension of reality. In Latin America archives function as places where
such documents are collected. Historians (one sector of this cultural
elite) are the most frequent users of these archives.5 Historians were the
original founders of many of the archives in the region, especially the
national archives (Carrera Stampa 1952, 11).

Historians and other cultural elites in Latin America collect docu-
ments for a number of purposes. According to Néstor García Canclini,
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elites make collections in Latin America because through these they can
create the cultural patrimony to wield control over society (177, 181). If
the cultural elite controls the prevailing ideas, myths, symbols, and
ideology, it also builds these collections to manipulate history for its 
own purposes. The country or region will appear according to an elite
blueprint.

Amilkar Rocha Moncada, a Nicaraguan archivist, explains some of the
practical relationships between intellectuals and archives.6 First, many
Latin American historians or researchers want to control the documents
so that no one else can use them; they like to physically possess the doc-
uments. Second, many directors of Latin American archives are histori-
ans who do not have archival training. Often, they have agreed to serve
as directors in order to work with greater ease on their own private
research. These directors promote a development and arrangement of
the collection which coincides with their research interests. The histo-
rian’s tradition of collection development and arrangement according to
a specific interest—rather than according to archival theory—is shared
by some Latin American archivists. This idea and practice has affected
Latin American archives throughout all of its long history. Roscoe Hill
notes that

At least five of these [national or general] archives have already
served their countries for more than a hundred years. The cente-
nary group includes Argentina, founded in 1821, Mexico in 1823,
Bolivia in 1825, Brazil in 1839, and Cuba in 1841. A second group of
countries that set up national archives during the latter part of the
nineteenth century includes Haiti, 1860, Colombia, 1868, Paraguay,
1871, Honduras, 1880, Costa Rica, 1881, the Dominican Republic,
1884, and Nicaragua, 1896. The remaining institutions were
founded at a later period as follows: Panama in 1912, Venezuela,
1914, Peru, 1919, Chile, 1927, Uruguay, 1927, Guatemala, 1937, and
Ecuador, 1938.7 (1945, xi)

Latin American archive tradition began before Spanish colonization.8

The Spanish destroyed most of the documents and other means of pre-
serving information the Indians had (e.g., paper rolls, codex, pictorial
hieroglyphic).9 This pre-Spanish archive tradition was supplanted by the
European practice. The colonial archives, and later the national or gen-
eral archives, represent an important cultural institution for the power
elite to establish a national patrimony, since they are places that collect
and preserve the heritage of the countries or regions. In Latin America
there are different kinds of archives, including administrative (public or
private institutions), municipal (the archives with better continuity in
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the region), provincial (in countries with federal government systems),
cathedral, diocesan, parish (very important archives, since they keep
birth, marriage, and death records), business, university, and personal
archives.

Before entering into an analysis of information access during the
1970s and 1980s, I would like to focus briefly on the theoretical and prac-
tical situation of information access in Latin American archives prior to
those years. Manuel Carrera Stampa of Mexico, in his book Archivalia

mexicana (Mexican Documents) of 1952, discusses the need to create sup-
port, in the form of public opinion, in favor of the archives. This meant
generating a consciousness in all laypersons that archives collect and pre-
serve the national patrimony for all people (12). However, when he char-
acterizes good archival organization, functions, and services in Mexico,
he considers them important only to the educated elite (16).

The Argentinian Aurelio Tanodi analyzes five possible document users
of archives, establishing a hierarchical structure among them. According
to his point of view, the first users of any archive are officials of the insti-
tution which created the documents. The second users are historians and
other kinds of researchers, such as social and “hard” scientists. These
people use the documents in order to obtain information concerning
their research topics. The third users are those researchers interested in
the history of documents, studying their veracity and authenticity. The
fourth user is the archivist interested in the history of some specific insti-
tution or document. Finally, laypersons use the documents to prove a
legal right. Tanodi writes that this last group uses the archives on an
irregular basis and in an unsystematic way. The first four types of users,
he argues, use the archives in a systematic way (1961, 27-8).

In a recommendation to the Archive Committee of the Pan American
Institute of Geography and History, a special division of the Organization
of American States, Mario Briceño Perozo of Venezuela suggests the
need for an international card assigned to researchers in their home
countries, and approved and issued by the director of the national or gen-
eral archives. The director would then keep a record of the researcher
and would send a copy to the Archive Committee of the Pan American
Institute of Geography and History.

Likewise, Briceño Perozo indicates the need for uniform user norms in
archives. One of his interesting suggestions is that when users request a
document, they should write statements declaring the purpose of use of
the document. If the user went to the archives to do research for some-
one else, he or she would need to indicate the name and purpose of the
other person. Each document would be used by only one individual at a
time, avoiding any type of group work, except by direct authorization by
the archive director. Briceño Perozo states that these suggestions would
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help researchers and historians. He also makes clear that only historians
or other researchers—and not laypersons—are the users of historical
archives (1965, 289-94).

Manuel Carrera Stampa, Aurelio Tanodi, and Mario Briceño Perozo
conceive of archives users’ information access in a limited and elitist way.
Only the cultural elite, historians and other scholarly researchers, enjoy
most of the privileges of getting access to archive information. Tanodi
alone mentions laypersons as possible users of archives. However, his
hierarchical structure reveals prejudice against this kind of “unsystem-
atic” and “unusual” user. When he stratifies users according to their
importance to the archives, he places laypersons at the bottom of the
scale. It is obvious from these examples that a powerful elite controlled
the information access in Latin America prior to 1970. However, Hill
relates,

Access everywhere is fairly easy. Permission of the director must be
secured and in many cases that of corresponding minister must be
obtained. Sometimes the interpretation is on a very strict basis.
Copying and photographing documents usually requires the addi-
tional consent of the director of the archive and in some instances
notes may be censored. (1945, xix)

But in a survey of the access restrictions of the twenty Latin American
republics mentioned in his book, I found that in eleven there are still
restrictions; only three had no restrictions; and six did not mention if
some kind of restriction existed. Restrictions involve requiring permis-
sion to use the archives. However, in some countries (Argentina, Mexico,
and others) the right to use these archives is reserved for a specific type
of user. In addition, in some archives there is a close censorship of the
information jotted down by users.

It seems to me that this contradiction in Roscoe Hill’s book stems
from a triple bias. First, many unpleasant situations and practices were
hidden from Hill in order to present a better face to the visitor. Second,
Hill is originally from the United States of America, which from its
foundation as a nation in 1776 has never experienced an authoritarian
government. Government intervention in Latin America and in the
United States differs greatly. In the Latin American authoritarian tra-
dition, the governmental apparatus extends to all parts of society, a
circumstance that does not occur in the United States, although govern-
ment regulation does exist. In Latin America many countries share a
long tradition of political persecution and curtailment of liberty. The
restriction of having to ask permission of the director of an institution
strongly limits freedom of information access. Furthermore, in Latin
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American countries ministries tend to be heavily bureaucratic. The prob-
lems that a researcher encounters when trying to reach the minister to
process a permit are difficult to surmount. Also, it is not fair to limit
access to all but specific scholarly researchers, like historians.

Censorship of research notes offers another obstacle to access. This is
the third bias that Hill analyzes with respect to Latin American national
archives, because at the time that he wrote this book (1945), censorship
of researchers’ notes was also practiced in the United States. It was not
until the 1960s that the majority of access restrictions were abolished
(Geselbracht 1986, 150). In addition, Hill’s observations about informa-
tion access to Latin American archives were shaded by other discrimina-
tory situations in the U.S., including racial discrimination blocking the
use of the archives to African American people, especially in the south-
ern United States. Although in the 1960s this racial discrimination began
to change (Ruhig Du Mont 1986, 504), it is important to emphasize that
some forms of discrimination continue into the present (e.g., racial, lan-
guage, religion, sexual preference, and other). 

The Latin American countries created, in practice, a barrier to access
to archives in at least eleven countries prior to the 1970s and 1980s. To
my mind, there is no doubt that in the six countries where Hill did not
find information on restrictions, some kind of restriction must have
existed.

In order to proceed with a discussion of the hierarchical concept of
information access to archives in Latin America during the 1970s and
1980s, it is necessary to establish the status of the political and economic
situation during that time. In the 1970s a contradictory situation arose
in terms of the political and economic situations in Latin America.
The region was devastated by the worst political conditions. Only three
countries could claim democratic regimes: Costa Rica, Puerto Rico, and
Venezuela. The rest of the countries experienced some kind of nonde-
mocratic system, in the form of dictatorships or authoritarian govern-
ments. Although the economic situation during the first part of this
decade was good, it did not last long. In the late 1970s the economic sit-
uation worsened, and the nondemocratic governments began to be over-
thrown.

In the 1980s political and economic conditions once again followed
contradictory patterns. Politically, Latin American countries entered one
of the best stages in their history. All of the Latin American countries,
except three (Cuba, Haiti, and Mexico), had democratic governments
during this decade. In contrast, the economic standards of the Latin
American region faced the worst situation in its history. Government
debt and bankruptcy became two of the major threats to democratic
stability.10
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Several questions surface when archives are considered within the eco-
nomic and political context sketched above. How did all of these political
and economic changes affect information access in Latin American
archives? Was the hierarchical perception of the elite changed so as to
open the archives? Did the cultural values of the previous years change
in order to allow non-elite users into the archives? Did Latin American
archival theory change its conception of what kind of users could exercise
the privilege of using the archives? How much of this theory contradicts
itself? How many archival usage restrictions were changed? How similar
or different are the theoretical and practical implications of these
changes? 

A major event focusing on archives during this period was the estab-
lishment in Washington, D.C., in November 1972 of the Seminario
Interamericano sobre la integración de los servicios de información de
archivos, bibliotecas y centros de documentación en América Latina y el
Caribe [Inter-American Seminar on Integration of Information Services
on Archives, Libraries, and Documentation Centers in Latin America
and the Caribbean]. The seminar’s two main functions concerned Latin
American archives. Its first goal was to serve as an information center for
historical and other types of research that create knowledge, while its
second function aimed at helping archive administrators in its fulfillment
as a research center (Seminario Interamericano 1974, 125). Most of the
renowned archivists of the Latin American region came to this seminar.
Noticeably absent from consideration was the topic of availability of
archives to the general public. The seminar made clear that archive
services were only meant to be used by the controlling and intellectual
elite.

During this Inter-American Seminar a significant discussion arose con-
cerning the type of user to whom the archive offered its services. The
United States representative argued that any member of the general
public had the right to use the archives and the information contained in
them. Spain’s representative argued against this point, stating that
archives were not meant to be used by everyone, but rather should be
reserved exclusively for the use of scholarly researchers, especially for
historical research. One of the representatives from Argentina strongly
agreed with this position (Seminario Interamericano 1974, 127).

To understand the position of the Spanish and Argentinean represen-
tatives during the Inter-American Seminar, it is important to examine
some of the user restrictions in a Spanish institution. Institutions such 
as the Spanish National Library act as a paradigm (in organizational 
and administrative matters) for national libraries in Latin America. In
the same way, the Spanish National Archive parallels Latin American
national archives.
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In 1987, the Spanish National Library spelled out these user restric-
tions:

1. To reduce National Library use, it will only be opened to scholarly
researchers.

2. Only a scholarly researcher with National Library user identification
card is allowed.

3. Library use will be only for specific research, not for reading.
4. In order to obtain a user identification card the following require-

ments must be met:
a. over 21 years of age
b. a brief summary, not less than three pages long, describing the

research topic
c. a letter of recommendation
d. the user identification will be issued for one year only
e. users who do not require a user identification are librarians,

archivists, museum workers, university professors, and graduate
students

f. others (Normas de acceso 14-8)
5. The National Library will allow a temporary admission pass for short-

term scholarly research.

In 1972, archival experts meeting in Washington wrote a “Carta de los
archiveros americanos” [American Archivists Letter]. The American
archivists (mostly Latin Americans) established a hierarchy of users,
putting scholarly researchers at the top. These were immediately fol-
lowed by laypersons using the archives for their legal, cultural, and infor-
mational needs.

Inter-American archival theory during the 1970s and 1980s embraced
a preset notion of whom archival users should be. On one hand, the
United States supported the idea that archives should be open to all
kinds of users. Latin American archivists, on the other hand, maintained
the cultural value which mandated that archives should only be available
to a selected elite. These different conceptions of user access held by the
United States and Latin America are explained by an analysis of the U.S.
model.

It is easy to pinpoint a major difference by considering the United
States’ democratic constitutional traditions since 1776. The legal system
is set up so that the rights of the citizens are well represented. Hence the
United States was less restrictive and less elitist regarding information
access in archives than Latin America. In contrast, Latin American his-
tory is one of colonialism, authoritarianism, despotism, and exploitation
in a region where democracy has just started to emerge. These historical
contexts suggest a clear answer to the different conceptions of informa-
tion access in archives during the 1970s and 1980s.
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Mario Briceño Perozo suggests that archives are the historical con-
science of each nation. Archives are not closed institutions existing 
only for the preservation of documents, but rather are institutions that
help to create knowledge (1974, 5–6). How do Latin American archivists
create knowledge? “The national archives, which were created to serve
principally as historical archives, concentrated on facilitating historical
studies and research on their respective countries” (Tanodi 1981, 90).

According to Aurelio Tanodi the archive’s mission was—and still is—to
cater to those who create knowledge, specifically, scholarly researchers.
He argues that archives should be arranged according to researchers’
needs, not archival theory. Furthermore, he still thinks that archives are
exclusively for scholarly research (1981, 91).

The publication of complete texts of many documents series and col-
lections has greatly facilitated access to important historical sources and
helped researchers in their work, thereby making a considerable contri-
bution to historical studies (1981, 92). Likewise, when Tanodi analyzed
the importance of archives’ publications in promoting the use and ac-
cessibility of collections, he had in mind scholarly research use. Docu-
mentary editing of complete texts or total collections is clearly directed
toward an elite audience. This editing for scholarly use is a common ten-
dency in Latin American archives’ publications.11 For example, the
Revista del Archivo General de la Nación (Argentina) and Boletín del Archivo

General de la Nación (Venezuela) each dedicate two-thirds of the publica-
tion to editions of complete historical texts and collections, while the
remaining sections deal with archival theory and practice. The publica-
tion Boletín del Archivo General de la Nación (Mexico) is completely dedi-
cated to historical texts and collections. Tanodi relates that

Their internal organization, moreover, corresponds to the require-
ments of historical research, the documents being classified by
research subject and era rather than according to modern archival
principles of arrangement based on source and natural order. . . .
The historical emphasis, which used to predominate and which to a
certain extent persists to the present day in the majority of
national archives, is reflected in the services provided, which are
primarily aimed at supporting historical research carried out by
members of academies, councils, institutions, university professors
with their teams of assistants and students, etc., and, to a large
extent, by senior archive staff. (1981, 91)

In 1981, Aurelio Tanodi critiqued the Latin American archives’ practice
of arrangement according to users and of not following archival theory.
He explained how this user elite orders and uses the archives according
to its interests. It is important to note that senior archivists form part of
this cultural elite.
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Lucía S. Príncipe conducted an international survey of access practices
for the general public. Her data is from 1978, and it includes two hun-
dred archives from all over the world. She divided Latin America in two
parts, South America and Central America, and found in both subregions
that documents were not freely accessible. Latin American archives in
1978 continued to practice some restrictions, such as asking for letters of
presentation that explained the reasons and topics of the research. The
Latin American region was similar in its restrictions to Africa, Asia,
Oceania, and Eastern Europe. No restrictions were found in Western
Europe, the United States, and Canada (1984, 132-9).12 Where a tradi-
tion of political and intellectual freedom exists, the restrictions on
archives diminish. Place, time, and traditions provide important indica-
tors when trying to measure information access to archives.

Amilkar Rocha explained the different restrictions and problems with
information access in Latin American archives: (1) Government offices
did not transfer the documents from their institutions to the national or
general archives. In most Latin American countries, when the records
lost their administrative value, agencies failed to transfer their docu-
ments. Some of these government offices had established their own
archives, like the military and foreign ministries. This situation created
a lot of problems with access because the users did not have a single
place to look for the information. Also, most of these government offices
restricted access by demanding a permit given by the minister to use the
archives. (2) Many personnel records in government offices are not ac-
cessible. This situation occurs in authoritarian regimes. In the former
Sandinista government in Nicaragua, for example, the government
manipulated personnel records to repress the population.

It is important to look at the laws and norms of how users’ access to
information is controlled. To this end, I have chosen four Latin American
countries—Argentina, Mexico, Puerto Rico, and Venezuela—for a num-
ber of reasons. Argentina and Mexico share a long tradition of nonde-
mocratic governments. Argentina from 1945 to 1983 endured a wide
spectrum of governments, from a semidemocratic system, to authoritar-
ian systems and dictatorships, to a full democratic system in 1983.13

Argentina also represents the southern cone (subregion) of Latin
America. For its part, Mexico has not had a democratic government dur-
ing the twentieth century. The Mexican Revolution (the first twentieth-
century social revolution) of 1910 created a dictatorship of one party, the
Partido Revolucionario Institucional [Institutional Revolutionary Party],
which has controlled Mexico for more than fifty years without any signif-
icant challenge.14 Mexico represents the Central American subregion of
Latin America. Since 1948 Puerto Rico has had a fully democratic sys-
tem. In 1952 the first constitution was established, guaranteeing freedom
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and democratic values.15 For this study, Puerto Rico represents the
Caribbean area. Venezuela in 1958 established a democratic govern-
ment, with a free social system.16

Strikingly, the differences in restrictions in archival information access
between the United States, Canada and Western Europe in contrast to
Latin America, Africa, Asia, Oceania, and Eastern Europe can also be
found among Latin American countries. Likewise, these differences often
develop for shared reasons. In countries where a long tradition of democ-
racy has been established, there have been fewer restrictions. These
democracies, like Puerto Rico and Venezuela, were consistent in their
practice of extending information access to all kinds of archives users.
Although countries such as these have contradictory practices of access,
they have created some limitations. On the other hand, Argentina and
Mexico, with weaker democratic traditions, maintain strong restrictions
on archives use.

The cultural values in Latin America during the 1970s and 1980s were
greatly influenced according to each country’s level of democratic tradi-
tion. Hierarchical cultural elitism of information access in archives was
less predominant in countries with democratic traditions. Hence,
archives were more likely to open their collections to the general public.
But since it is easier to change institutions and norms than ideas and
theories, I conclude that archival theory had not changed in its hierar-
chical conception of information access during the 1970s and 1980s.

The case of Puerto Rico illustrates this thesis. Puerto Rico’s gov-
ernmental institutions functioned within a democratic tradition, and
normally archives were open to all kinds of users. Luis Rodríquez
Morales17 pointed out that in Puerto Rico, the policy in archives since
1955 has been to forbid exclusionary restrictions which favor some users
against others. However, the law that controls the disposition and man-
agement of legal files presents some restrictions that privilege scholarly
researchers, who are the only ones allowed (with the exception of those
in direct contact with the files, government or private officials) to use
these files. Only historians with specific permission from the director of
the General Archives are allowed to use the legal files. This rule seems
to contradict what is stated in the General Archives rules allowing access
to all kinds of users.

Latin American cultural values during the 1970s and the 1980s main-
tained most of its hierarchical restrictions on information access. A
cultural elite conceived of itself as the intelligentsia who created and
analyzed knowledge for the rest of society. As such, they exercised the
exclusive right to use archives information for their purposes. This
hierarchical conception of access to archives is a historical tendency, one
that has functioned in archival theory and practice since the 1980s.
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Historians, social scientists, archivists, librarians, and others use social
and cultural power to restrain other sectors of society from information
access in archives. Government and private officials are at the center of
many of these restrictions, and thus the general public is the sector that
suffers most from the exclusionary policies of archives. It does not mat-
ter if the records are in administrative or historical archives; there are
always some restrictions for their use.

During the 1970s and 1980s Latin America created a particular cul-
tural value which influenced archival theory and the practice of infor-
mation access. While democratic traditions worldwide have created
significantly more access, in Latin American regions I found little varia-
tion in archival practice between countries based on their democratic
experiences. All countries share a hierarchical vision about information
access.

Information access practices in some countries like Puerto Rico and
Venezuela improved during this period. However, this does not mean
that there was any change in the elite’s conception of hierarchical access.
A survey of cultural values helps in the understanding of this apparent
contradiction between theory and practice. In order to explain these dif-
ferences, it is important to remember that cultural values, class vision,
elite conception, and other ideas run counter to—and tend to move more
rapidly and with greater flexibility than—rules, norms, and practices.
Ideas and beliefs do not change with the imposition of some new law that
opens the archives to everyone; prejudices remain. These are not only
explained by narrow, separate concepts of cultural values, class vision,
and elite conception, but must be analyzed in conjunction with other fac-
tors, using a more flexible approach.

This study found some variations in archival practices concerning
information archival access theory and practice. But these variations
among archives in Argentina, México, Puerto Rico, and Venezuela are
merely different forms of the same hierarchical vision and conception of
information access. These countries’ Hispanic hierarchical background
continues to play a significant role in their information access practices
and theories. 

A final question remains: In the archives (in Latin America and other
parts of the world) that have had a long history in terms of power issues,
how have archivists had to change the hierarchical conception of infor-
mation? The question is important, since in some ways this elitist accep-
tance is part of the historical nature of the archives. In addition, if 
a cultural elite dominates all knowledge production, how have the
archives, as institutions that help to create knowledge, escaped the influ-
ence of this hierarchical vision of the cultural elite? It is my guess that
they probably have not.
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In summary, this study attempts to shed light on information access in
Latin American archival theory and practices during the 1970s and
1980s. This is important because information access in Latin American
archival theory and practice has not been researched in a complete and
thorough way. This study represents only a beginning, an introduction to
the double challenge which I have proposed.

Notes

1. For a discussion of cultural and intellectual bias in history and ethnology,
see Dominick LaCapra, History and Criticism (Ithaca: Cornell University Press,
1985); Michel De Certeau, The Writing of History (New York: Columbia University
Press, 1988); and Hayden White, The Content of the Form: Narrative Discourse and
Historical Representation (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1987).

2. For additional debate on these topics concerning American archive litera-
ture, see Alan Reitman, “Freedom of Information and Privacy: The Civil
Libertarian’s Dilemma,” American Archivist. 38 (1975): 501–8; Clark A. Elliot,
“Communication and Events in History: Toward a Theory for Documenting the
Past,” American Archivist. 48 (1985): 357–68; Helen Willa Samuels, “Who Controls
the Past,” American Archivist. 49 (1986): 109–33; and Edward Weldon, “Archives
and the Challenges of Change,” American Archivist. 46 (1983): 125–34.

3. Latin America includes twenty republics, three French territories
(Martinique, Guadeloupe and French Guyana), and one United States common-
wealth (Puerto Rico).

4. For a good discussion of these topics, see Néstor García Canclini, Culturas
híbridas: estrategias para entrar y salir de la modernidad (México: Grijalbo, 1989).

5. For a good study about historical research trends in Latin America, from
elitist history to a Marxist historical study, see Jaime Jaramillo Uribe,
“Frecuencias temáticas de la historiografía latinoamericana,” América en sus ideas,
ed. by Leopoldo Zea (México: Siglo XXI, 1986), 23–45.

6. Interview with Amilkar Rocha Moncada on 3 February 1992.
7. In Puerto Rico the General Archive was founded in 1955.
8. Manuel Carrera Stampa, “Los archivos históricos,” Bibliotecas y archivos 1

(1967): 16.
9. Not every Indian document was destroyed; some, such as pictorial hiero-

glyphics, remain. Oral traditions have played an important role in the transmis-
sion of Indian culture up to today.

10. For background about the political and economic situation of Latin
American countries during these two decades (1970s and 1980s), see Larry
Diamond and Juan J. Linz, “Introduction: Political, Society, and Democracy in
Latin America,” Democracy in Developing Countries: Latin America (Boulder: Lynne
Rienner, 1989), 1–58.

11. For a complete list of Latin American archives publication, see the appen-
dix section in Aurelio Tanodi, “Latin American archives periodicals,” UNESCO
Journal of Information Science, Librarianship, and Archives Administration 5 (1981):
98–100.

12. I find the questionnaire used for this survey problematic. In addition,
Príncipe did not detail the data from United States, but only summarized it. As
I mentioned before, the United States has less restrictive information access
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norms, but this does not imply the absence of restrictions or censorship. The
fight for freedom of information has a long history. The Freedom of Information
Act was not passed until the 1960s. Also from the 1980s to the present, the
Reagan-Bush administrations worked very hard against personal information
rights. See Donna A. Demac, Liberty Denied: The Current Rise of Censorship in America
(New Brunswick: Rutgers University Press, 1990).

13. For a discussion of Argentina’s political and social system during the nine-
teenth and twentieth centuries, see Carlos H. Waisman, “Argentina: Autarkic
Industrialization and Illegitimacy,” Democracy in Developing Countries: Latin America
(Boulder: Lynne Rienner, 1989), 59–109.

14. For Mexico’s political and social order during the twentieth century, see
Daniel C. Levy, “Mexico: Sustained Civilian Rule Without Democracy,” Democracy
in Developing Countries: Latin America (Boulder: Lynne Rienner, 1989), 459–97.

15. For Puerto Rico’s political and social history, see Fernando Picó, Historia
general de Puerto Rico (San Juan: Huracán, 1986).

16. For information on Venezuela’s political and social system, see Daniel H.
Levine, “Venezuela: The Nature, Sources, and Prospects of Democracy,”
Democracy in Developing Countries: Latin America (Boulder: Lynne Rienner, 1989),
247–89.

17. Interview with Luis Rodríguez Morales on 28 February 1992.
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Bloodless Torture: The Books of the Roman
Ghetto under the Nazi Occupation

Stanislao G. Pugliese

“Bloodless Torture” refers to the fate of two priceless collections of
books and manuscripts in the Jewish community of Rome. Having settled
in the “Eternal City” before the time of Christ, the Jewish citizenry of
Rome constitutes the oldest surviving Jewish presence in the Western
world. The “People of the Book” saw their identity intimately tied not only
to the sacred Torah but to a long history of writing and commentary. The
libraries in Rome contained manuscripts from ancient Rome and the
Middle Ages as well as important modern works. With the German occu-
pation of Rome in 1943, those libraries fell into the hands of the Nazis.
Contrary to what we may first imagine, these books were not burned; in
fact, another—perhaps more perverse—fate awaited them.

From days immemorial books played an important, even vital role
in our nation’s life. Rightly we were considered in the Diaspora the
people of the book when the book served as a loyal companion of
our nation.1

When I began my research into the fate of the books of the Roman
ghetto under the Nazi occupation, I had in mind the line from John
Milton’s Aeropagitica of 1644: “As good almost kill a man as kill a good
book; who kills a man kills a reasonable creature, God’s image; but he
who destroys a good book kills reason itself.” Or perhaps—as an epi-
graph for the essay—Heinrich Heine’s thought in 1823 that “Wherever
they burn books they will also, in the end, burn human beings.” For the
more contemporary-minded, Ray Bradbury’s Fahrenheit 451 might seem
appropriate. Burned into our collective consciousness are the searing
images of those Nazi bonfires consuming—with the twin scourges of fire
and hatred—the intellectual patrimony of an entire civilization: from the
“decadent” liberals to the “diseased” Jews to the “traitorous” Thomas
Mann. For historical precedents, I thought of the burning of the ancient
library at Alexandria, the sack of Rome by the Vandals, Savonarola’s
“bonfire of the vanities” in Renaissance Florence, and even Umberto
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Eco’s fictional account of the destruction of a magnificent medieval
library in his novel The Name of the Rose.

In the winter of 1939, Jewish scholars were already aware of what the
Nazi war would mean, at least as far as Jewish material culture was con-
cerned. An article had appeared in the Deutsche Allgemeine Zeitung titled
“Books, Books, Books,” and Chaim Aron Kaplan noted in his diary the
ironic similarity between the Germans and the Jews:

We are dealing with a nation of high culture, with a “people of the
Book” . . . The Germans have simply gone crazy for one thing—
books . . . Germany has become a madhouse for books. Say what
you will, I fear such people! Where plunder is based on an ideology,
on a world outlook which in essence is spiritual, it cannot be
equaled in strength and durability . . . The Nazi has robbed us not
only of our material possessions, but also of our good name as “the
people of the Book.”2

In Turin, a city with a Jewish population of little more than four thou-
sand in 1938, Jewish books were burned—by Italian fascists. Before the
Nazis ever set foot in occupied Italy, Turinese fascists forced their way
into the Jewish Community Library, seized much of the collection, and
used the books to feed a great bonfire in the Piazza Carlina.3 Yet the
story of the books of the Roman ghetto reveals instead that the two
libraries—that of the synagogue and that of the rabbinical college—were
not burned; another fate awaited them. Their story is part of the crime
against Rome’s Jewish community that began with the Nazi occupation
of Rome in July of 1943, only hours after King Victor Emmanuel III had
removed Mussolini from office. The fascist regime had come to power
more than two decades earlier, in October 1922, without any trace of offi-
cial anti-Semitism. Indeed, Italian Jews—as middle-class citizens, not as
Jews—supported the regime and were present in the highest echelons of
the fascist hierarchy: Guido Jung as Finance Minister; Aldo Finzi as
Undersecretary of the Interior. It was not until 1934 that the anti-
Semites within fascism were unleashed. In 1938 the regime passed
extensive anti-Semitic legislation; most Gentile Italians, to their credit,
did their best to circumvent the new laws. In fact, until the Nazi occupa-
tion of Italy, not one Italian Jew was transported to the death camps,
even though the Nazi leadership was insistent on this point.

In September of 1943, the SS commander in charge of Rome, Herbert
Kappler, summoned the leaders of the Jewish community to his office. He
demanded a ransom of fifty kilos of gold, to be paid within thirty-six
hours, in exchange for the safety of the Jewish community. On the inter-
national gold market in 1943, fifty kilos of gold were worth approxi-
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mately $56,000; with 12,000 Jews in Rome, a ransom of $4.50 per person
seemed a small price to pay for the life of a person.4 At his trial after the
war, Kappler defended his action as preferable to deportation. What he
did not reveal was that the order for the deportation of Roman Jews 
had already been sent and that his “humanitarian gesture” was merely
extortion.

Within hours, word of the extortion demand had spread beyond the
ghetto. Jews and Gentiles alike presented themselves at the synagogue to
contribute whatever they could. The receipts that were issued reveal that
most contributions were pathetically small; a ring, bracelet, earring, or
some other precious family heirloom. Yet the fifty kilos were collected
and deposited at the SS office in via Tasso. The community breathed a
collective sigh of relief, confident that the atrocities that were rumored
to have taken place on the eastern front and the reports of death camps
must be exaggerations. In addition, it was inconceivable that here in the
Eternal City the pope would allow “his Jews” to be subject to deporta-
tion. The few who quietly suggested that the Germans would not be con-
tent only with gold were ignored.

On the morning after the payment of the gold ransom—the eve of
Rosh Hashana—officers from Kappler’s office knocked on the door of
Ugo Foà, president of the Jewish community. The Germans quickly
assured Foà that they were not there to arrest him. Instead, they had
orders to search the premises of the synagogue; rumor had it that the
synagogue was harboring anti-fascists and collaborating with the enemy.
The Germans were thorough in their search: they broke open the alms
boxes, entered the oratorio for the Spanish rites, and destroyed the Ark,
throwing the two Torahs inside to the ground. More importantly, they
carried away thousands of records and documents, including the names
and addresses of virtually every Jew in Rome.5

The next day, 30 September 1943, the first day of the Jewish new year
5704, two representatives from the Einsatzstab Reichsleiter Rosenberg
(ERR) appeared at the synagogue. The Einsatzstab Rosenberg was a spe-
cial commando unit established in 1940 by the official theoretician of
National Socialism, Alfred Rosenberg, and was an integral part of his
plan to refashion German and European culture after the war.6 The
Einsatzstab Rosenberg was composed of two formal divisions: regional
organizations called work groups; and Sonderstäbe or special staffs whose
responsibility included the fields of art and historical artifacts.7 A
German historian of the ERR has called it a “commando organization of
cultural robbery.”8 Its chief function was to confiscate, plunder, and loot
objects of art during the war and may have been the philosopher’s most
successful endeavor.9 Rosenberg already had years of experience in the
field of cultural policy. In August of 1927, at the first of the great
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Nuremberg rallies, a National Socialist Society for Culture and Learning
was established; two months later, Rosenberg was appointed its director.
In 1929 it was tellingly renamed the Kampfbund fur Deutsche Kultur—
Combat League for German Culture.10 The KFDK was Rosenberg’s
attempt to insinuate himself into the Nazi organizational and bureau-
cratic hierarchy; as such, he often came into conflict with Joseph
Goebbels and the Ministry for Propaganda and Popular Enlightenment.
Other, less “enlightened” Nazis could not see the reason for preserving
any remnant of Jewish culture. Most were probably of the same mind as
the Nazi correspondent who reported on the destruction of the library of
the Lublin Yeshiva:

For us it was a matter of special pride to destroy the Talmudic
Academy, which was known as the greatest in Poland . . . We threw
the huge talmudic library out of the building and carried the books
to the marketplace where we set fire to them. The fire lasted
twenty hours. The Lublin Jews assembled around and wept bitterly,
almost silencing us with their cries. We summoned the military
band, and with joyful shouts the soldiers drowned out the sounds of
the Jewish cries.11

The ERR devised an efficient and highly coordinated organization for the
plunder of art from museums, and books, documents, and manuscripts
from libraries, schools, universities, and private citizens. It was placed in
the Wehrmacht by an official act of Hitler and had its headquarters in
Berlin, with branch offices in Amsterdam, Brussels, Paris, Belgrade, Riga,
Minsk, and Kiev. Each Hauptarbeitsgruppe (regional branch) had sub-
regional offices (Arbeitsgruppen) and local centers (Sonderkommandos).
In eastern Europe alone there were eleven subregional offices and seven
local centers.12 If a desired object belonged to foreign “Aryans,” the own-
ers were compelled to sell it; if it belonged to Jews, it was simply confis-
cated. The property of Jews who had fled the Nazi onslaught was declared
“ownerless,” and therefore the ERR had the “obligation” to store it in
safe places within the Reich.13 Rosenberg seems to have been particularly
interested in libraries for his pet project, a Hohe Schule for the NSADP.14

This was to be the Central National Socialist University and dedicated to
advanced academic study. To this end, several institutes had already been
established by 1943: one in Hamburg for the study of colonial research;
another in Halle for religion; one in Kiel dedicated to the study of
Lebensraum; still another in Stuttgart for biology and race; and a center
for the “Jewish Question.” This last project was given the appropriately
impressive name of the Institut der NSDAP zur Erforschung der
Judenfrage and was centered in Frankfurt, where the mayor had already
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confiscated the Jewish books from that city’s municipal library. The
Judaica Collection in Frankfurt had been a gift from the Rothschilds fam-
ily in 1928. The Institut would be critical in “teaching the spiritual basis
and tactics of our ideological adversary.” Jewish scholars from the liqui-
dated ghetto at Vilna were employed at the Frankfurt center, which even-
tually collected—in a perverse twist of irony—over six million works.15

At the Roman synagogue that September day in 1943, approximately
twenty officials searched the premises, paying particular attention—
according to the diary of an office worker—to the two libraries: the
Biblioteca Comunale and Biblioteca del Collegio Rabbinico.16 The
libraries of the Roman ghetto—like those of other ghettos in Europe—
were centers for both the spiritual and secular life of the community. The
next day, 1 October, two men from the ERR returned to the synagogue
and introduced themselves to Foà as Orientalists; one, in the dress of a
captain and identified as a specialist in Hebrew from Berlin,17 asked per-
mission to examine the community’s libraries. The American historian
Robert Katz has given us a vivid description of the library:

The Biblioteca Comunale had a magnificent collection, one of the
richest in Europe, not only for the study of Judaica, but also of early
Christianity. A heritage of 2,000 years of Jewish presence in Rome,
the library contained vast treasures that had not yet been cata-
logued. . . . Among the known material were the only copies of books
and manuscripts dating from before the birth of Christ, from the
time of the Caesars, the emperors, and the early popes. There were
engravings from the Middle Ages, books from the earliest printers,
and papers and documents handed down through the ages.18

Beginning before the birth of Jesus, the Jewish community of Rome had
accumulated these materials, with significant additions during the
medieval period. The collection was substantially enlarged in 1492 with
the influx of Jews expelled from Spain and Sicily. By the twentieth cen-
tury the collections in both the Collegio Rabbinico and the Comunità
were still being catalogued according to the date of acquisition, making
research difficult.

The Jews of Rome have been caught between the “benevolence and
betrayal” of their city.19 There was the humiliation of being ordered to
march under the Triumphal Arch of Titus which depicted the destruction
of Jerusalem, kissing the ground where the pope’s foot had trod, and
forced to listen to sermons demanding their conversion to Christianity.
In 1322, on orders of Pope John XXII, copies of the Talmud were
destroyed in bonfires,20 neither the first nor the last time such an event
occurred in Rome.
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The “golden age” of the Hebrew book in Italy was the sixteenth cen-
tury, when—notwithstanding the censorship of Papal and civil authori-
ties—Hebrew publishers crafted beautiful and influential texts. Rome
was a center of this trade, with Isaac Immanuel de Lattes who estab-
lished a press in the Eternal City in 1546. A relative, Bonet de Lattes,
was private physician to Pope Leo X, who allowed a Hebrew press to be
established in the house of Giacomo Fagiot da Montecchio in the Piazza
Montanara. In 1518 this press printed the Sefer Haharkabah, the first
Hebrew book printed in Rome. The liberal Leo X was succeeded by
Clement VII and then Paul III, who first decreed the establishment of
the ghettos in 1556. The Counter-Reformation and the workings of the
Roman Inquisition effectively blocked publication of new works in
Hebrew, and until 1810 no Hebrew book was published in Rome.21 None
other than Pier Luigi Farnese, illegitimate son of Pope Paul III, peti-
tioned his father for the privilege of establishing a Hebrew press in
Rome; his father denied the request.22 The sixteenth and seventeenth
centuries witnessed more bonfires of Hebrew books, including one in the
Piazza of Saint Peter’s itself.23 The rationalism of the Enlightenment put
an end to this practice; now books were merely confiscated rather than
burned. In April 1753 Papal authorities entered the ghetto after the
gates had been closed for the night and proceeded to fill thirty-eight
carts with about 650 books.24

In 1893 the books of one synagogue were destroyed by fire. Spurred by
the losses incurred by the fire, the community acted to preserve a price-
less legacy. In 1895 Angelo Di Capua (Mordekhai Yaakov Yosef) compiled
an inventory of the Talmud Torah confraternity which held the rarest and
most important texts.25 At the beginning of the twentieth century, the
various collections of the so-called “Five Schools” were assembled to form
the Biblioteca della Comunità Israelitica.26

In 1934 a Jewish scholar, Isaia Sonne, had spent eight days examining
the contents of the Biblioteca della Comunità Israelitica. Sonne had
divided his labors between five groups of texts: (1) manuscripts; (2) in-
cunabula; (3) works of the famous Soncino publishing house, which
beginning around 1500 was a prodigious publisher within the Pontifical
State; (4) oriental texts from the sixteenth century (primarily from
Constantinople and Salonika); (5) miscellaneous and peculiar works that
fit into no particular category. Sonne’s eighty-five page catalogue is pre-
served today by the Jewish community in Rome and allows us some
insight into what the officers of the ERR were looking at.27

The manuscripts were from the fourteenth through the nineteenth
centuries and represented monuments of the literary and intellectual life
of Rome. They reveal Jewish participation in the Spanish philosophical
movement of the 1400s as well as the spiritual crisis of the sixteenth cen-
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tury in which the Kabala came to replace philosophy. Also included were
works of the rabbi and medical doctor Moses Rieti, manuscripts spirited
out of Spain and Sicily during the Jewish expulsion in 1492, a Portuguese
incunabulum of 1494, a mathematics text of Elia Mizrahi, and an
extremely rare edition of a Hebrew-Italian-Arabic vocabulary published
in Naples in 1488. Also included were twenty-one Talmudic tracts, pub-
lished by Soncino, which had been prohibited by Pope Julius II. Included
in this collection was a rare eight-volume edition of the Talmud by the
famous sixteenth-century Venetian printer Daniel Bomberg.

The ERR officers informed Foà that in the interest of their studies, the
catalogues of the libraries were to be handed over to them. A few days
later, another officer, this time a lieutenant who claimed to be a paleog-
rapher and a specialist in Semitic philology, examined the libraries. 
As his men rifled through the libraries, an eyewitness noticed the Nazi
intellectual:

the officer, with artful and meticulous hands like fine embroidery,
touched softly, caressed, fondled the papyrus and incunabula; he
turned the pages of manuscripts and rare editions and leafed
through membranaceous codices and palimpsests. The varying
attention of his touch, the differing artfulness of his gestures were
at once proportionate to the volume’s worth. Those works, for the
most part, were written in obscure alphabets. But in opening their
pages, the officer’s eyes would fix on them, widening and brighten-
ing, in the same way that some readers who are particularly famil-
iar with a subject know where to find the desired part, the revealing
passage. In those elegant hands, as if under keen and bloodless tor-
ture, a kind of very subtle sadism, the ancient books had spoken.28

In the presence of the synagogue’s secretary, Rosina Sorani (whose diary
is preserved at the YIVO Institute in New York), the officer telephoned
an international shipping company and made arrangements for the
books to be transported out of Rome. Her entry for 11 October 1943
reveals that

they turned to me and told me that they had seen very well how
many books there were in the libraries, and in what order; they
declared the libraries under sequester, that within a few days they
would come to get the books and that all was to be as they left it; if
not, I would have to pay with my life.29

Sorani informed Foà, who contacted Dante Almansi, president of the
Union of Jewish Communities. Together they drafted a letter30 and sent
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four copies to various offices within the fascist regime: the library divi-
sion of the Ministry of Education, the Directorate General of Religions,
the Directorate General of Public Security, and the Directorate General
of Civil Administration. Perhaps they should not have been surprised
that no fascist official offered to intercede, especially since the last three
offices were under the direction of the notorious war criminal and rabid
anti-Semite, Guido Buffarini-Guidi, who was at that very moment pre-
paring anti-Semitic legislation far more severe than that passed by the
regime in 1938.31

On the morning of 13 October, two full-sized freight cars from the
German national railroad, which had been placed on Rome’s trolley
lines, pulled up in front of the synagogue by the Tiber River. Foà and
Almansi were now frantic. Concerned about the priceless gold and silver
religious articles, they hit upon an ingenious solution: the mikva baths
were emptied of their water, and an artisan began the laborious process
of hiding the religious articles within the walls of the baths. Some of the
most important works found refuge in a nearby municipal library, the
Biblioteca Vallicelliana. At precisely 8:30 A.M. the next day, 14 October
(the first day of the festival of Succoth), officials of the ERR returned
with workers from the transport company. They spent the entire day col-
lecting the contents of the two libraries and loading them onto the rail-
road cars. As they were emptying both libraries, the artisan involved in
the mikva deception arrived unnoticed by the Germans and proceeded to
complete his work, thereby saving many of the most precious religious
articles. Later, pieces were hidden in gardens and homes all over Rome.32

After the two railroad cars had been loaded to capacity, they departed.
Witnesses noted that the cars had come from Munich.33 Two months
later, on 22 December, the Germans returned to carry away the last
remaining books and manuscripts from the rabbinical college.34 Perhaps
they took special pleasure in the fact that it was the first day of
Hanukkah. In all, the Nazis confiscated some ten thousand volumes from
the Jewish community in Rome.

For the next several days, the Jews of Rome debated among them-
selves the significance of this latest development. Some insisted that this
was the beginning of greater persecution; others noted that a crime
against books was not a crime against people.35 Panic began to seep into
the community. A foreign journalist noted at the time that

the population is half crazy; young men and families look desper-
ately for hiding places, get them, then look for better ones . . . con-
vents and seminaries have become the most sought after hideouts.
Another famous one is the Lunatic asylum: scores of people have
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entered and have filled it to the bursting point. Rome never had so
many madmen.36

But the fate of the Jews of Rome was much more severe than that in
store for the precious books. After the war some of the books were to be
returned from Frankfurt after delicate diplomatic negotiations. Most of
Rome’s Jews who were deported were not to return to the Eternal City.
By the fall of 1943, much of the diplomatic corps, military officers, and
the Vatican, including Pius XII, were aware that the Germans were
preparing to deport the Jews. The German consul in Rome, Eitel
Friederich Möllhausen, had sent a telegram to Foreign Minister von
Ribbentrop on 6 October, marked “very, very urgent!” in which he repeated
that Kappler “had received orders from Berlin to seize the eight thou-
sand Jews resident in Rome and transport them to Northern Italy, where
they are to be liquidated” [wo sie liquidiert werden sollen].37 As far as I know,
this is the only Nazi document that makes a direct reference to “liqui-
dating” the Jews; rather than the more traditionally used phrase
Sonderbehandlung, or “special handling.”

In fact, it was only two days after the confiscation of the libraries that
the deportations began. In the early morning hours of the Sabbath (16
October 1943), Kappler’s men carried out a highly organized search of
the ghetto and seized over a thousand Roman Jews. They were held over
the weekend at the Collegio Militare, a mere hundred yards from the
pope’s residence in the Vatican; Pius XII decided not to intervene on
behalf of “his Jews.” During the night Marcella Di Tivoli Perugia, cap-
tured with her two children, gave birth in the courtyard after the
Germans refused to permit her release to the hospital. On Monday
morning the Jews were herded into railroad cars and began their night-
mare voyage to Auschwitz. The Germans expended far more considera-
tion for the safety of the books than the Jews. Of the 1,041 Jews deported
that day, only 15 returned to Rome after the war.38

The books, though, had a different fate. With the Allied bombings of
Frankfurt, the vast holdings of the ERR in the Institut der NSDAP fur
Erforschung der Judenfrage were moved to six repositories in the small
village of Hungen. After the war the Rothschild Library in Frankfurt
served to house the vast collections. In October of that year, a young offi-
cer in the Monuments, Fine Arts, and Archives Section of the Allied
Military Government was assigned to make a survey of the collections in
order to expedite restitution and recommended that operations be moved
to larger quarters at Offenbach.39 Ironically located in the abandoned
I. G. Fargen plant, the United States Archival Depot under the direction
of Major Seymour J. Pomerenze (a former archivist at the National
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Archives) at Offenbach eventually processed millions of books. According
to Poste, the collection of the Collegio Rabbinico of Rome was returned
in March 1947. This was accomplished through the assistance of Captain
Carlo Rupnik, the Italian officer in charge of the restitution effort. A
total of 26,568 items was returned by two railroad cars. Of this number,
159 crates (6,579 books) belonged to the Collegio Rabbinico, 57 crates
(6,112 books) and 6 crates of archives belonged to the Istituto Austriaco
di studi storici in Rome, and 24 crates (4,585 books) and 15 crates of
archives were returned to the Istituto Italiano di Speleologia-Postumia.40

Not all of the rare volumes were lost in 1943. A volume of 1485, the
Nebi’im ri’s̆onim ’im perus̆ with commentary by David Kimhi was saved; as
was Kimhi’s Sefer ha-Shorashim (Il libro delle radici [The Book of Roots]), pub-
lished two decades earlier. In addition, there survived an extremely rare
Mishnah with commentary by Moses Maimonides published in Naples in
1492. Several sixteenth-century volumes of Peruh ’al ha-Torah (commen-
taries on the Pentateuch) remained hidden within the synagogue, as well
as Isaac Alfasi’s Sefer ha-Halakhot (compendium of the Talmud) published
by the Venetian Bomberg in 1521–22. A ritual prayer book for holy days
of the “Roman” rite published by the Soncino firm circa 1500 was saved.
In addition, one can today find a 1488 edition of Mose Ben Jacob’s Seger

miswot gadol (Il libro grande dei precetti [The Great Book of Obligations]) and
Moses Ben Mayimon’s Mishnah Torah of the late fifteenth century.41

What might we conclude from this all-too-brief study of a small
episode buried within the immensity of the Holocaust? The true student
and scholar must be prepared to abandon previously held conceptions. I
had begun this study assuming that the books of the Roman ghetto had
“merely” been sacrificed in a burnt offering to racial hatred; a holocaust
enveloped in the Holocaust. But the real fate of the books proved to be
in many ways even more disturbing: pseudoscience and corrupted schol-
arship at the service of a deviant and diabolical ideology. Here is but one
small—yet bitterly ironic—example of the immense perversity of the
Nazi project: a people whose entire existence was bound and symbolized
in the Book were systematically destroyed, while their precious works
were given lavish and even loving attention from the very people who
sought their destruction.

Notes

This paper was first presented at an international conference, “The Holocaust
and the Book” at Drew University (Madison, NJ) in November 1996. I wish to
thank the director of the conference, Professor Jonathan Rose of Drew University
for his support; in addition, this paper profited from the suggestions of Leonidas
E. Hill, Professor Emeritus of History at the University of British Columbia and
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Dr. Seth C. Sutter, Bibliographer for Modern Literatures at the University of
Chicago. The essay also benefited from the suggestions of two anonymous review-
ers who saved me from several embarrassing errors. Finally, I wish to acknowledge
the work of Professor James T. Mellone of the Axinn Library at Hofstra University
for his assistance in tracking down some of the sources and the kindness of
Dottoressa Simona Foà, archivist of the Jewish Community of Rome who gra-
ciously permitted me to examine the documents which made this essay possible.
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Conference on the History and Heritage 
of Science Information Systems, 
23–25 October 1998, Pittsburgh—
A Brief Report and Personal Assessment

Eugene B. Jackson

This conference, organized by the Chemical Heritage Foundation in
October 1998, was a precedent-setting conference on technical information
retrieval (IR) establishment and evolution to which all the surviving scien-
tists and special librarians involved in the pioneer IR projects of the 1950s
and early 1960s were invited as “Pioneers of Information Science.” An
important reconciliation between attendees coming to IR from the purely
“science side” and those coming from the “library side” was achieved
among attendees. The significance of the then-new U.S. Civil Service com-
mission policy for the classification of sci-tech graduates as “reports ana-
lysts” was to add needed subject expertise to the IR process.

A rare event in the history of the profession occurred in Pittsburgh on
23–25 October 1998, Friday evening through Sunday noon. The Confer-
ence on the History and Heritage of Science Information Systems con-
vened at the Pittsburgh Hilton as a preconference to the annual
conference of the American Society for Information Science (ASIS) and
was sponsored by that body and its Special Interest Group on the History
and Foundations of Information Science, as well as the Chemical Heri-
tage Foundation that assumed the role of coordination and support. The
event attracted over one hundred registrants, including twenty-five
speakers and more than a dozen pioneers in the field.

Strong cases can be made that the foundations of science information
systems were laid in the Boston area, the Philadelphia area, and the area
of California known as “Silicon Valley.” Since many have long felt that
the discipline of chemistry had been involved early on in the movement,
Eugene Garfield, founder and chairman emeritus of the Institute for
Scientific Information (ISI), was the logical choice to approach the rela-
tively new Chemical Heritage Foundation of Philadelphia for support for
a postdoctoral residency (financed by Garfield) and for the planning of a
conference on the history of science information systems.
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The foundation, established in 1982, stated in its call for conference
papers that

The mission of the Chemical Heritage Foundation is to advance the
heritage of the chemical sciences by collecting and disseminating
information about historical resources; encouraging research,
scholarship, and popular writing; publishing resource guides and
historical materials . . . and taking other appropriate steps to
make known the achievements of chemical scientists and the chem-
ical process industries.

Signifying a somewhat broader interpretation of its mission, the foun-
dation’s support attracted a number of conference cosponsors that
included, in addition to those named above, the University of Pittsburgh
School of Information Sciences and the International Federation for
Information and Documentation (FID). The landmark event included
dinner and programs in the evenings of the first two days. Plenary ses-
sions opened the meetings Saturday morning and closed them before
mid-day on Sunday; and six concurrent program sessions filled the bal-
ance of Saturday and Sunday mornings.

The most unusual feature was the introduction of a group of individu-
als as “Pioneers in Information Science,” most of whom had been active
in the information retrieval field since the 1950s. At the reception before
the opening event, nineteen of the pioneers were introduced and given
five minutes to introduce themselves and make a statement of a basic
belief. (This pioneer-writer said that the establishment of “need to
know” categories was a crucial part of processing research reports for
distribution, and that subject-based technical staff were vital to this.)

The group photo of the pioneers, shown in Figure 1, includes Ben-Ami
Lipetz, Pauline A. Cochran, Charles F. Bourne, Winifred Sewell, Robert
M. Hayes, Madeline M. Henderson, Herbert M. Ohlman, David Kronick,
Frederick G. Kilgourm, Clair K. Schultz, Eugene B. Jackson, Hal Borko,
Eugene Garfield, Miles Davis, Charlotte Davis Mooers (representing
recently deceased Calvin Mooers), and Belver Griffith. (F. W. Lancaster
also earned the title but was not present.)

Another feature of interest was the opening of the Information Science
Theatre, open throughout the conference. It included photo albums and
videos and provided the basis for a Web site (www.libsci.sc.edu/bob/
confprog/confprog.htm), prepared by Robert V. Williams, professor at the
University of South Carolina, that became available in late spring 1999.

The title for the Saturday morning plenary session was “History and
Historiography of Science Information Systems.” The speakers, some of
whom appear in Figure 2, “Historians of Information Science,” were
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historians by profession and included Arnold Thackray of the Chemical
Heritage Foundation, Timothy Lenoir of Stanford University, Henry
Small of the Institute for Scientific Information, Eugene Garfield of the
Institute for Scientific Information, Bruce M. Lewenstein of Cornell
University, and Robert W. Seidel of the Babbage Institute at the
University of Minnesota.1

At the buffet luncheon on Saturday, the pioneers were asked to scatter
themselves so that visiting library and information science students
could approach them more easily. Because this did not work out as
hoped, Winifred Sewell and I drafted a review of the 1950s information
retrieval conferences we had shared. Sewell and I were successive presi-
dents of the Special Libraries Association (SLA) in 1960–61 and 1961–62,
and each had attended all the information retrieval conferences during
the preceding decade. We also recalled American Documentation
Institute (ADI) president Hans Peter Luhn’s hope that the ADI and the
SLA would merge.2 Regretably, the SLA executive board was cool to the
idea—a big mistake in the minds of some people. Figure 3, “Attendees at
1950s IR Conferences,” shows a continued discussion later that evening,
which included colleague-wife Ruth L. Jackson and Madeline Henderson,
who had also attended all the 1950s information retrieval conferences. At
an earlier date, the Jacksons had made presentations to the Regional
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Figure 1. Information Pioneers: Back row: Ben-Ami Lipetz, Pauline A. Cochran, Charles F.
Bourne, Winifred Sewell, Robert M. Hayes, Madeline M. Henderson, Herbert M, Ohlman,
David Kronick, and Frederick G. Kilgour. Front row: Clair K. Schultz, Eugene B. Jackson,
Hal Borko, Eugene Garfield, Miles Davis, Charlotte Davis Mooers, and Belver Griffith.
Courtesy of the Othmer Library of the Chemical Heritage Foundation.
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Civil Service Commission Classification Board and had proposed that
individuals with university degrees in science or technology be called
“subject analysts.” This was before the Washington, D.C., area govern-
mental units could do so.3

The first two concurrent sessions included “Science and Scientific
Information Systems” and “Chemical Information Science Systems.” 
The latter dealt with the history of Chemical Abstracts and DuPont’s in-
ternal services. The second two concurrent sessions treated “Building
Information: Retrieval Systems for Science” and “Information Retrieval
in Science: The Professional Aspects.” The first of these included 
what may have been the most interesting and important paper of the
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Figure 2. Historians of Information Science: Timothy Lenoir of Stanford University, Henry
Small of the Institute for Scientific Information, Eugene Garfield of the Institute for Scientific
Information, Bruce M. Lewenstein of Cornell University, and Robert W. Seidel of the Babbage
Institute, University of Minnesota. Courtesy of the Othmer Library of the Chemical Heritage
Foundation.
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afternoon: “The Creation of the SCI” by Paul Wouters of the University
of Amsterdam, who had access to Eugene Garfield’s personal archives
dealing with the origin and development of the Science Citation Index

(SCI). (See Figure 4, “Eugene Garfield and Paul Wouters.”) Wouters’s
well-presented paper, a chapter in his dissertation, contained a great deal
of interesting data and provoked a lively discussion period in which a
variety of interpretations was voiced, including the use made of SCI cita-
tions for tenure review decisions. The fourth session received good re-
views from the audience, especially Mark D. Bowles’s paper on “Science
in Crisis: The Conflict over Information Retrieval, 1945–1963.” The con-
ferences, then hosted by Case Western Reserve University, were marked
by bitter exchanges between library-based and subject-based attendees.

Eugene Garfield’s keynote address, following an excellent dinner, was
entitled “On the Shoulders of Giants.” Garfield conducted a verbal tour,
augmented by some fifty transparencies, of the careers of leading scien-
tists who had been supportive of his ideas as exemplified in ISI products.

The final pair of concurrent sessions on Sunday morning included
“Information Retrieval in Science: The Technical Aspects” and “Science
and Information: Some National Perspectives.” The former dealt with
technological issues such as early information retrieval systems, micro-
film, and mechanical indexing. The latter consisted of papers on the
implications of Soviet and post-Soviet information retrieval efforts
(Ruggero Gilliarevsky and Pamela Spence Richards) and the status of
academic libraries and of library and information science education in
Japan (Takashi Satoh).
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Figure 3. Attendees at the 1950s IR Conferences: Winifred Sewell, Eugene B. Jackson, 
Ruth L. Jackson, Madeline Henderson, Richard Henderson. Courtesy of the Othmer Library of
the Chemical Heritage Foundation.
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The final program event, chaired by ASIS president Michael Buckland,
was the “Conference Summary and Reaction to Results,” delivered by
Robert M. Hayes. A masterful review of the significance of the confer-
ence, the presentation was warmly applauded at its end. Hayes suggested
that three periods seem to mark the development of information re-
trieval development. The 1950s featured central processors as giant shuf-
flers in alpha/numeric order. Byproducts included KWICs (Key Words in
Context) and KWOCs (Key Words out of Context), a program series
invented by ADI ex-president Hans Peter Luhn of IBM’s Mohansic
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Figure 4. Eugene Garfield and Paul Wouters. Courtesy of the Othmer Library of the Chemical
Heritage Foundation.
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Laboratories.4 The 1960s saw beginning efforts to go on-line opera-
tionally. Engineering Index (EI) called the effort “COMPENDEX” and at
first had only six customers—each of whom had an EI trustee heading 
its own information program.5 The 1980s saw legal, medical, chemical,
space engineering, and most other subject areas with on-line information
services as a way of life. Those in these fields would have it no other way.
All honor is due to those who have brought information retrieval to this
threshold.

In short, this splendid conference was a landmark event in the history
of information science and technology. Its implications for libraries and
other information institutions are readily apparent. A great deal of credit
belongs to the conference planning committee chair Robert V. Williams
of the University of South Carolina’s College of Library Science.6 Many
look forward to the publication of the proceedings, scheduled for fall
1999.

Finally, there is something auspicious about ASIS supporting this con-
ference at the same time that interest has mounted for historical per-
spectives in the Society of American Archivists (SAA). These groups can
join the American Library Association’s Library History Round Table,
which celebrated its fiftieth anniversary in 1998, to provide a valuable
record for the information professions.

Notes

1. As it happens, I was most interested in Seidel’s talk on “Secret Scientific
Communities: Classification and Scientific Communication in the DOE and
DOD,” because the one agency he omitted—the U.S. National Advisory
Committee for Aeronautics (NACA)—had issued a large number of Research
Memorandums that originally had a military security classification. I had been
the Secretary of the Classification/Declassification Board of NACA for five years
and so clarified the record. Subsequently Seidel said that the agency was not rep-
resented in the files of the Babbage Institute and he requested that my personal
files on NACA be shared with the institute, a request agreed to. I also observed
that unclassified airfoil reports of NACA were widely cited in unclassified confer-
ences on submarine design.

2. Luhn was the inventor of Keywords in Context (KWIC) and Keyword out of
Context (KWOC) indexes that were widely used types of information retrieval
strategies in the 1950s and 1960s.

3. Subsequent discussion at the 1949 SLA Annual Conference in Los Angeles,
with the presence of newly decommissioned WAVE officers (such as Bonniwell of
BuShips) resulted in their decision to push for such a title so that subject exper-
tise could be applied immediately to information retrieval procedures and publi-
cations.

4. A personally memorable use was a KWIC index to General Motors Re-
search Laboratory’s informal Research Memorandums, which had been marked
up by cooperative teams from the Library and each department. The resulting
printout took one entire Christmas week to run full-time. When one foot of
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entries in the KWIC print-out with the word “Progress” was discarded, there was
still a stack of print over six feet tall! On one occasion, five entries were found on
the “Dieselization of Oldsmobile Engines” that settled a then-current lawsuit.

5. A jest of the time was that their only broad-band operational system was
the width of the Yellow Cab contracted to take the week’s EI output to the GTE
laboratories on Long Island each Friday afternoon at 5 p.m.

6. As the Garfield Fellow in the History of Scientific Information at the
Chemical Heritage Foundation, Williams developed a large, two-sided, multicol-
ored broadside, distributed at the conference, entitled “Chronology of Chemical
Information Science: celebrating the 50th anniversary of the founding of the
Chemical Information Division of the American Chemical Society.”
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“The Milestones of Science” Collection: 
The Public Library and the Conservation 
of Buffalo’s Cultural Heritage

Daniel L. Walters and Mary E. Petty

“The Milestones of Science” is a collection of first editions in which
important scientific discoveries were first announced. Largely assembled in
1937–38 by the Buffalo (NY) Museum of Science, funds were raised for its
purchase by Buffalo’s many ethnic groups. Later, faced with financial prob-
lems, the museum approved the sale of the collection in 1994. Following
negative press coverage that protested the loss of Buffalo’s cultural her-
itage, the museum postponed the sale. A solution emerged, involving a
trade of the “The Milestones” for the Buffalo & Erie County Public
Library’s duplicate Birds of America folio by John James Audubon, enabling
the city to retain a rare book collection regarded as a cultural asset and
community possession. The incident illustrates the political implications of
deaccessioning decisions and the controversial role of rare book collections
in public libraries.

“The Milestones of Science” is a collection of first editions of signifi-
cant works in the history of science, acquired sixty years ago by the
Museum of Science in Buffalo, New York. “The idea back of the collec-
tion was to have something unique, something that would lend distinc-
tion to our museum and to Buffalo,”1 wrote Chauncey J. Hamlin in 1942.
He continued, “We hoped to reach circles which perhaps hitherto had not
had our museum and its work or the cultural achievements of our city
previously brought to their attention.”2 Although Hamlin’s intent was to
enhance the city’s image, Buffalo’s many ethnic groups contributed funds
for its purchase out of a sense of national pride in the accomplishments
of these great scientists who were also their countrymen. The commu-
nity’s involvement in the acquisition of the collection succeeded in fos-
tering a sense of ownership, such that its threatened sale in 1994 became
a controversial issue for Buffalo residents. The opportunity was created
for two of Buffalo’s cultural institutions, the Buffalo Museum of Science
and the Buffalo & Erie County Public Library, to collaborate in finding a
solution that would allow the city to retain a valued cultural resource.

Libraries & Culture, Vol. 34, No. 3, Summer 1999
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The Politics of Deaccessioning

The events leading to a resolution of this issue illustrate the political
nature of deaccessioning rare and valuable items in museums and
libraries. Community response to such action resulting in negative press
coverage can influence future support of both public and private dollars,
as the ability of the institutions to serve as guardians of the public patri-
mony is called into question.

An extensive literature exists on the subject of deaccessioning, partic-
ularly concerning works of art in museums. The subject has been
explored from artistic, ethical, financial, historical, legal, and managerial
perspectives as to both its propriety in specific circumstances and the
acceptable uses of the proceeds realized from sales. Although still con-
troversial, deaccessioning is generally recognized as justified in certain
situations, where any funds raised are reinvested in support of the insti-
tution’s collection. Diversion of these funds into operations, however, has
proved highly contentious.3 A recent example of the latter is the case of
Vermont’s Shelburne Museum, where works by Degas, Manet, and others
were sold to finance collections maintenance.4

In libraries, deaccessioning occurs under a variety of circumstances, all
of which have the potential for generating public interest and concern,
especially when there is a sense of community title to the assets as a
result of tax support to the institution. For public libraries most scrutiny
has been directed toward “weeding” practices, where attention has cen-
tered on the perceived loss of potentially valuable items. Two recent
high-profile cases involve the public libraries of Philadelphia5 and San
Francisco.6 Deaccessioning as a byproduct of preservation efforts may
also raise the ire of members of the community, as in the case of the New
York Public Library’s microfilming and discarding of certain historical
pamphlets.7

The importance of rare book collections in public libraries has been
increasingly debated as funding pressures have mounted. Over the past
several years, a number of institutions have decided to divest themselves
of all or portions of these collections. The Louisville Free Public Library,
for example, transferred several items from its rare book collection to
other Kentucky institutions in order to avoid the ongoing costs associated
with protection and preservation.8 Other libraries have contemplated
sales in order to fund pressing needs or to redirect proceeds into 
new acquisitions determined to be more in keeping with the library’s
evolving mission. Deaccessioning transactions to raise revenue, however,
are rarely free from controversy, as the case of the Kansas City Public
Library demonstrates.9
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In Buffalo, “The Milestones of Science” collection contained a political
dimension from the beginning as a result of the museum’s effort to gar-
ner public support for funding its acquisition. Subsequent decisions
regarding the collection also created political repercussions, chief among
them being the community’s concern that it would lose a portion of its
cultural heritage if the items were allowed to leave Buffalo. The Buffalo
& Erie County Public Library ultimately found itself in the position of
serving the public interest by assuming the role of conservator of these
assets when the unique opportunity emerged to augment, rather than
diminish, its rare book collection.

“The Milestones of Science”

Chauncey J. Hamlin served as the president of the Buffalo Society of
Natural Sciences for twenty-eight years (1920–1948). During Hamlin’s
presidency, the Buffalo Museum of Science was constructed to house the
society’s collections and “The Milestones of Science” first editions were
acquired. The collection was Hamlin’s idea. It originated with his desire
to obtain pictures of the one hundred greatest scientists for display in the
museum. In the course of this project, Hamlin writes, “I began to wonder
if it would not be possible to secure any first editions of some of the great
works of science written by these men—the works in which they had
announced their epoch making discoveries to the world.”10

In May of 1937, a rare book dealer called on Hamlin and asked if the
museum would be interested in making any acquisitions. Hamlin men-
tioned his idea of the “Milestones,” and the dealer returned within a few
days with a first edition of De revolutionibus orbium coelestium (1543) by
Copernicus. The book was purchased and the collection was born. The
intention was to build a focused collection, not “so large as to make 
it unimpressive.”11 In compiling the list for the collection, references in
the history of science were consulted as well as specialists from various
fields and countries. Limited with few exceptions to publications from
Gutenberg to 1900, it eventually numbered 198 works and included such
titles as Vesalius’ De humani corporis fabrica (1543), Blaeu’s Grooten atlas

(1634–1665), and Newton’s Principia (1687). Largely complete by 26 April
1938, it was opened to the public in an exhibition in the Central Hall of
the museum.12 The volumes continued to be displayed in succeeding
years, until concerns regarding their condition and security led to the
abandonment of the practice.13 In 1972 the society published an illus-
trated catalogue of the collection entitled Milestones of Science: Epochal

Books in the History of Science as Represented in the Library of the Buffalo Society

of Natural Sciences.14
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Figure 1: Galileo Galilei, Dialogo . . . sopra i due massimi sistemi del mondo Tolemaico e
Copernicano (1632), from “The Milestones of Science” collection. Ordered to be burned by the
Inquisition, first editions are extremely rare. Photograph courtesy of the Buffalo & Erie County
Public Library.
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It is remarkable that the collection was assembled in so short a period,
less than a year, especially during the Great Depression. On the other
hand, “the books were acquired quite cheaply as the rare book market
had suffered severely”15 during that era. In retrospect, the speed must
also be considered fortuitous in light of the destruction that occurred to
books and libraries in Europe as a result of World War II. As Hamlin
later stated, “Many of the items in our collection may never be obtain-
able again.”16 There was only one aspect of the timing of the project that
“momentarily gave us pause,”17 and that was the fear of criticism of the
museum for making such purchases in the midst of the widespread
unemployment of those years.

In discussing the project in 1942, Hamlin refers to a museum in the
“central west” which had received a great deal of unfavorable publicity
for purchasing a “splendid though expensive sculpture of an Egyptian
cat.” Demonstrations by the unemployed were organized to protest the
museum’s action. “We wondered,” he states, “if some parlor pinks or
other excitable elements in Buffalo might not raise the same unreason-
ing outcry against us.”18

Hamlin’s description fits newspaper accounts of the community reac-
tion to the purchase of a fifth century B.C. bronze Egyptian cat by the St.
Louis City Art Museum in 1938.19 Protests took the form of letters to the
editor, pickets at City Hall, and petitions to the mayor. The museum’s
tax appropriation was threatened.20 The New York Times commented,
“Here is an issue nicely drawn. Shall a tax supported institution, such as
an art museum or a public library, stop buying what it regards as trea-
sures of beauty or historical significance because the city has a relief
problem?”21 The article suggested the answer by stating, “The unem-
ployed have been among the chief beneficiaries of the continuing pro-
grams of our museums and libraries during the depression.”22 Although
Hamlin did not have the benefit of the St. Louis example to guide him,
since it occurred a few months after “The Milestones” opening, he
understood the necessity of community support for his project. “A happy
solution . . . was soon found to set our fears at rest.”23

The All Nations Mardi Gras

One evening, after “The Milestones” project was initiated, Hamlin
was asked to speak on the museum and its work before the Florentine
Society, one of Buffalo’s Italian organizations. In his remarks, Hamlin
mentioned the works of the great Italian scientists, such as Galileo,
Volta, Marconi, and others, which he hoped to secure for “The
Milestones of Science” collection. He also spoke on the universality of sci-
ence and its international aspects. He was asked many questions about
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the project. At one point, a member of the audience suggested that an
international Mardi Gras celebration should be organized in which all
the groups in Buffalo’s cosmopolitan population would be asked to par-
ticipate for the purpose of raising funds for the museum’s rare book col-
lection. The proposal proved popular, and a committee was appointed to
plan the event.

Thousands attended the All Nations Mardi Gras on 1 March 1938, at
which “representatives of each nation . . . sang and performed the
dances characteristic of their countries.”24 The following month, 750 of
the Mardi Gras participants, representing twenty-five nationalities, gath-
ered at the Buffalo Museum of Science “to view the rare books acquired
by the institution as a result of the monetary success of the fete.”25 Thus,
“The Milestones” became associated with a sense of national pride on
the part of Buffalo’s ethnic groups. Putting to rest the fear of criticism,
the Mardi Gras also served to give “the people who participated a sense
of ownership or partnership in the enterprise.”26

“The Milestones” collection, however, remained little known outside of
Buffalo. When the Grolier Club of New York City organized an exhibit in
1958, One Hundred Books Famous in Science, the volumes were bor-
rowed from twenty-eight individuals and institutions throughout Europe
and America. The collection “essentially duplicated the items in the
Grolier exhibition,” but “not a single book from Buffalo was borrowed for
the New York exhibition.”27

The Museum and Hard Times

Over the next sixty years the Buffalo Museum of Science, like many
cultural institutions, struggled with insufficient revenues to meet the
demands for its services. The museum sought alternate sources of funds,
including deaccessioning materials in its own collections. This was
deemed acceptable when “the material is no longer appropriate to the
purposes of the BSNS [Buffalo Society of Natural Sciences], or because
its value is far in excess of its benefit to the BSNS.”28 The passing years
had also taken their toll on “The Milestones of Science.” The volumes
began to deteriorate and were removed from display, and security con-
cerns caused the museum to restrict access. They became generally
unavailable to the public and were largely forgotten.

It was under these circumstances that the society’s board authorized
the sale of the collection’s most valuable work in the summer of 1987.
This was the double elephant folio edition of John James Audubon’s Birds

of America. This work had been bequeathed to the society by Buffalo
physician Roswell Park in 1914. Although its acquisition had predated
“The Milestones” project, it was incorporated into the collection and
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Figure 2: Illustration from Andreas Vesalius, De humani corporis fa-
brica (1543), from “The Milestones of Science” collection. Appearing in
the same year as Copernicus’ De revolutionibus orbium coelestium, it
marked a break with the Galenic tradition in medicine. Photograph
courtesy of the Buffalo & Erie County Public Library.

Art05_UofT_LibCult_34_3_112039  11/15/2000 2:50 PM  Page 268



appears in the society’s 1972 catalogue.29 Due to the fact that the set was
incomplete and only one volume was in relatively good condition, the
decision was made to auction the set print by print. The sale was con-
ducted on 14–15 September 1987 and netted the society over $1.6
million.

The sale did not occur, however, without misgivings on the part of
some members of the community. The preceding July the museum’s
director, Ernst Both, had appeared before the Erie County Legislature’s
Community Enrichment Committee to defend the decision. He cited the
financial need of the museum and the fact that area residents would not
be deprived of the work because the Buffalo & Erie County Public
Library also owned and displayed an identical set. The local newspaper
reported that this argument “appeared to satisfy most committee mem-
bers.”30 George F. Goodyear repeated the argument in his history of the
Buffalo Society of Natural Sciences. Noting that the public library dis-
played one print per week from its copy of the Audubon set, he con-
cluded, “the City of Buffalo would not be deprived of the opportunity to
enjoy this work,”31 if the folio were sold.

The society’s sale of Birds of America, however, had raised the issue of
the community’s interest in retaining its cultural resources and, by
extension, its cultural heritage. In this case, it was reasoned, the com-
munity would not be “deprived” of a resource because it was also owned
by another institution and available to the public. This was not the case
when the society took action several years later to auction many of the
remaining volumes of “The Milestones of Science” collection.

“The Milestones” Controversy

The Buffalo News reported on 17 July 1994 that an unspecified number
of first editions from “The Milestones of Science” collection was headed
for the auction block. The museum indicated that proceeds from the sale
would be put in a restricted endowment to fund preservation, staff, and
interpretive display expenses. The value of the items was estimated to be
$1.5 million. The article noted that “The Milestones” was originally
“funded through donations by ‘everyday people.’”32

The reaction to the news was swift, and most of it was negative. A
newspaper article on 20 July stated, “The planned auction of rare first-
edition books by the Buffalo Museum of Science will rip another hole in
the city’s rich cultural fabric, already damaged by the departure of other
important assets in recent years.”33 Slated to leave town were works by
Copernicus, Vesalius, Galileo, Keplar, Darwin, and others. Within a few
days, phrases like “holding garage sales” and “cultural strip mining”34

were being applied to the decision. When it became known that the
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Figure 3: Title page of Isaac Newton’s Philosophiae naturalis principia mathematica (1687),
from “The Milestones of Science” collection. Due to the significance of the work and the small
number of copies printed, the first edition became rare almost immediately after publication.
Photograph courtesy of the Buffalo & Erie County Public Library.
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museum’s financial plight was more serious than first reported, with the
museum having to cut staff and tap its unrestricted endowment to bal-
ance the budget the preceding year, there was some acknowledgment
that the museum faced a difficult dilemma. Still, “selling off what
amounts to the community’s cultural resources” was deemed “question-
able at best.”35

By 4 August the county legislature had passed a unanimous resolution
protesting the sale, and a hearing on the matter was scheduled before
the legislature’s Community Enrichment Committee.36 Bowing to pres-
sure, the museum announced that it was postponing the sale and would
study alternatives for solving its financial problems.37 A newspaper edi-
torial called the postponement “a right first step in pulling back from
their misguided decision,” declaring that “the collection is the property
of the Buffalo area’s people—a true community possession.”38

Throughout the controversy, the Buffalo & Erie County Public Library
had been seen as a logical partner in finding a solution, “the most nat-
ural institution to care for the books and devise a way to let people see
them.”39 Historically, the library and the Buffalo Society of Natural
Sciences had enjoyed close ties. Prior to occupying the newly constructed
Buffalo Museum of Science in 1928, the society was located in the base-
ment of the old Buffalo Public Library. This suggestion, however, did not
address the museum’s need for a source of additional funds. Then, on 2
September 1994, the Buffalo News reported, in a front-page headline,
“Library’s bird prints may feather Museum of Science nest: Trade for
Audubon paintings would keep ‘Milestones’ collection in city.”40 The
intent of the swap, the museum’s rare books for the library’s double ele-
phant folio edition of Audubon’s Birds of America, would be to save “The
Milestones” while allowing the museum to sell the folio to raise cash for
its endowment. What made this proposal a tenable solution was the fact
that the Buffalo & Erie County Public Library owned not one but two
sets of the Audubon work.

Buffalo’s Two Public Libraries

Buffalo had the distinction for many years of having two public
libraries available to its residents. Until a merger in 1954, the Buffalo
Public Library and the Grosvenor Library operated independently, each
with a focus in keeping with its origins. The Buffalo Public Library was
the successor institution to the private subscription-based Young Men’s
Association, founded in 1836. The Grosvenor Library resulted from a
bequest to the City of Buffalo in 1857 by Seth Grosvenor, a wealthy for-
mer resident, to establish a public noncirculating reference library.
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Buffalo, therefore, had twice the opportunity and twice the success in
acquiring the Audubon set for its “public library.”

The primary object of the Young Men’s Association, according to its
constitution, was to establish a library and reading room. In its very first
year the association acquired, “for the nucleus of what we hope will yet
be a very large and valuable Library, such books as would prove to be
permanently useful.”41 Among those were the first three volumes of
Audubon’s Birds of America at the subscription price of $800, a monumen-
tal sum in those days. Unfortunately, it was unable to purchase the
fourth and final volume.42 Audubon’s work was not completed until 1838,
while “the Association was thrown into extreme embarrassment”43 by a
combination of debt and the financial panic of 1837. Although the price
paid for the first three volumes was more than one third of the amount
paid for all of the rest of the books in the library, the executive commit-
tee of the association declared it “cheap at $800,”44 in recognition of the
great value of the work. In the years that followed, the volumes were
“openly displayed and could be physically handled by anyone who wished
to view them. The amount of damage was considerable.”45

The Grosvenor Library, as a reference library, also emphasized careful
selection and the purchase of significant works. Over the years, it suc-
ceeded in developing a national reputation for its collections in a number
of areas. Strong collections attract valuable donations, and such was the
case with the gift in 1929 by Mrs. Frederick L. Pratt of the four volumes
of the Audubon double elephant folio.46 The set had belonged to her
father, Charles H. Williams. Williams acquired the set in 1897, after
traveling thousands of miles and devoting years in search of one.
Described as “complete, perfect, and genuine,”47 the library displayed
the plates in a special case, turning one each Monday, so that the set
could be viewed in weekly visits to the library over a period of eight years.

With the merger of the two libraries, the Buffalo & Erie County Public
Library could boast of two sets of Birds of America, although only one was
complete in four volumes. The incomplete set was placed in storage, and
restoration of the work was not contemplated. It was this incomplete set
that was proposed for exchange with “The Milestones of Science” col-
lection. Even with its sale, Buffalo would still not be “deprived of the
opportunity to enjoy this work,” for it would retain the Grosvenor
Library’s complete set, which it has continued to display, turning one
plate per week.

Rare Books and the Public Library

If all concerned felt relieved that a solution had been found, their opti-
mism soon vanished. Negotiations between the museum and the library
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dragged on for months. Finally, it was reported that “the sticking point is
price.”48 While the sale of “The Milestones” would have raised an esti-
mated $1.5 million (or more), the incomplete Audubon was appraised by
Christie’s at $1.28 million.49 Relative value, however, was not the only
barrier to an agreement. There was another issue at stake that did not
come before the public eye until later.

All along, museum officials had justified their action regarding “The
Milestones” not only in terms of financial need but also because the
books were “not essential to their collection.”50 A debate on this point
was also occurring within the library. It centered on the mission and
image of the public library in an era of scarce resources and technologi-
cal change. It had already been reported that the trade “could prove
expensive to the library,”51 because it had no provisions for displaying
the collection at that time. Library trustees decided to delay their deci-
sion after receiving an unfavorable recommendation on the acquisition
from senior staff.52 Shortly thereafter, a newspaper editorial urged the
library to accept the books, indicating that they had the “power to
inspire people.”53 Library director Donald H. Cloudsley responded in a
letter to the editor, “As we approach the 21st century, a public circulating
library is not a warehouse for old books but rather a place where people
should be able to obtain information—in seconds if possible.” He indi-
cated that the library had financial problems of its own. The book budget
had not been increased in three years and the library still lacked an
online catalogue. He concluded, “Today’s library user wants answers and
not antiques.”54

It became obvious that the issues raised could not be easily dismissed
as inconsequential. They went to the heart of the difficult choices facing
all cultural institutions in an era of flat or declining revenue. With the
indecision and uncertainty over the appropriate course of action, polar-
ization occurred between those favoring one side or the other. In addi-
tion, the library’s longtime director was set to retire. In light of these
developments, the library board decided to wait for new leadership before
seeking a resolution to the problem of acquiring “The Milestones.”

Avoiding the Either/Or

In the fall of 1995, Daniel L. Walters was selected as the new library
director. He was given the task of studying “The Milestones” issue and
making a recommendation for board adoption. In his presentation
regarding “The Milestones” on 18 April 1996, he stated that he had
approached the problem from three general questions. Is there a policy
basis for adding “The Milestones” to the library’s rare book collection? Is
there a policy basis for deaccessioning Birds of America, and should it be
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done for this purpose? Finally, under what conditions should the library
proceed?

Regarding the first question, he concluded that the library had an
exceptional rare book collection and had served a role in the community
in retaining rare and valuable items donated by public-spirited citizens.
He stated that “there is indeed a piece of Buffalo and Erie County his-
tory in these books by virtue of that ‘All Nations Mardi Gras’ organized
by the museum to help acquire the collection.”55 Regarding the collec-
tion itself, science and technology fell within the scope of the library’s
collection development policy for rare books, so the books would be
appropriate as well as extraordinarily valuable additions.

As for the incomplete and inferior copy of Birds of America, he noted
that the library had considered deaccession at least two or three times in
the previous twenty-five years. The internal debate had focused on the
potential use of the proceeds of the sale, rather than the sale itself. 
The key question was whether it should be done for “The Milestones.”
The answer, according to his recommendation, was a “conditional” yes.

Stating that the library was overextended and underfunded, he con-
cluded that the library should proceed with the transaction, but “The
Milestones” should not become a service priority for public or private
funding until a strategic plan had been completed and “the Board has
determined with our constituents how the Library should emphasize
‘The Milestones’ or Rare Books in lieu of other services.”56 A resolution
incorporating this recommendation was discussed by the board and
approved by a vote of 11 to 2.

With the library ready to proceed with the transaction, the only
remaining obstacle was the museum’s governing board. George F.
Goodyear, a former president of the Buffalo Society of Natural Sciences,
expressed concerns over “getting the short end of the trade with the
library.”57 In light of the protracted controversy and no other alternatives
in sight, the board voted to approve the proposal in spite of this objec-
tion. The county legislature followed suit shortly thereafter. “The
Milestones,” which had been in storage with Christie’s auction house in
New York since 1994, would be returning to Buffalo.58

“For Buffalonians”

On 21 April 1997 the incomplete copy of Birds of America, originally
acquired by Buffalo’s Young Men’s Association in its first year for $800,
sold for $1.55 million. Of that amount, the museum netted approxi-
mately $1.35 million for its endowment, far more than it had antici-
pated.59 From the museum’s point of view, this must be considered a
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successful outcome to “The Milestones” debate. For the Buffalo & Erie
County Public Library the issues are more complicated.

The library now possesses an incomparable collection to stand beside
treasures like Birds of America, the original manuscript of Mark Twain’s
Huckleberry Finn, and others less well known, such as its superb antislav-
ery collection. Unfortunately, it does not currently have the facilities or
resources to make them available to the public, except in a most limited
sense. In the face of many competing needs, the library has undertaken
the development of a long-range strategic plan to guide the board of
trustees in making the difficult decisions regarding service priorities in
the years ahead. In addition, private funds are being sought as a means
of expanding access to “The Milestones” and other rare books. In the
meantime, this collection, “lovingly assembled nearly 60 years ago by
Chauncey Hamlin in Buffalo, by Buffalonians, for Buffalonians,”60 will 
be preserved. “Collectively, we’ve learned a lot over the years about
hanging on to our cultural heritage,”61 Buffalo News’s art critic Richard
Huntington recently stated in an article summarizing the community’s
gains and losses. His case in point was “The Milestones of Science.”
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THE COVER

In 1909 William T. Evans, a railroad financier, offered twenty-six paint-
ings by American artists to his hometown Montclair, New Jersey, with the
stipulation that a fire-proof building be provided to house them. A 1910
town referendum rejected this offer and later that year a private organi-
zation, the Montclair Art Association, was created to carry out plans for
the establishment of a museum, later to be called The Montclair Art
Museum. To fulfill Evans’s original stipulation for a fire-proof building
(but contingent that “definite and adequate arrangements” be made for
continuing maintenance) Florence Osgood Rand (Mrs. Henry) Lang
responded by providing $50,000 for construction of such a building, and
eventually The Montclair Art Museum received (before and after her
1943 death) a total of about $1,500,000 from Mr. and Mrs. Henry Lang.

The initial fifteen-member board of trustees (which included local res-
idents industrialist Henry Lang, sculptor William Couper, painter
Frederick Waugh, coffee broker and music enthusiast James Jarvie and
architect Michel M. LeBrun) with William T. Evans as president engaged

Bookplate courtesy of The Montclair Art Museum, Montclair, N.J.
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New York architect Albert B. Ross to design the fire-proof building. Mr.
Evans and Mrs. Lang laid the cornerstone in October 1912 and Michel
LeBrun, as museum trustee, oversaw the construction of the building. 

This privately endowed Montclair Art Museum (New Jersey’s first
museum to be open to the public) was inaugurated on 15 January 1914.
Organized first as the Montclair Art Association, in 1962 it legally
adopted The Montclair Art Museum as its corporate name.

In the eighty-six years since its opening exhibition, The Montclair Art
Museum has had as trustees (in addition to Couper and Waugh named
above) the eminent American painters Charles Warren Eaton, Grant
Tyson Reynard, and Frederick Ballard Williams, and has exhibited the
widely-known New Jersey artists: Thomas Ball, Charles Parsons, George
Inness, Lawrence Earle, Harry Fenn, Thomas Manley, George Inness Jr.,
Jonathan Scott Hartley, John Marin, Asher B. Durand, Ben and Bernarda
Bryson Shahn, Raphael, Isaac and Moses Soyer, Chaim Gross, William
Gropper, Joseph Domjian, Luigi Rist, Adolf Konrad, Michael Graves,
Vaclav Vytlacil, and Morgan Russell, as well as artists Josef Albers,
Walter Darby Bannard, Lois Dodd, Betty Parsons, Hedda Sterne, Alan
Houser, Robert Kushner and Dan Namingha. The museum’s directors
have been Helen Kent Taylor, Katherine Innes, Marion Haviland, Mary
Cooke Swarthwout, Kathryn E. Gamble, Robert J. Koenig and Ellen
Schwartz Harris.  Significant recent catalogues include Down Garden

Paths, 1983; Song of the Loom, 1987; Three Hundred Years of American Painting,

1989; “The Crayon” and the American Landscape, 1993; George Inness, 1994;
and Precisionism in America, 1994.

The Evans gift to the museum eventually totaled fifty-four paintings
and two sculptures, one of which was Herman Atkins MacNeil’s The Sun

Vow (life-sized bronze figures of an elderly Indian and an Indian boy),
which stands on a grassy knoll surrounded by the circular drive leading
to the museum. According to the sculptor’s widow Cecilia MacNeil, “The

Sun Vow portrays two Indians, elder and younger, chief and future brave,
grandfather and grandson . . . squinting into the sun . . . The grand-
child holds an arrowless bow, symbolizing the celebration of coming of
age . . . For, when the young brave is able to shoot an arrow into the sun,
far enough away so that its descent to earth passes unseen, then he has
attained manhood.”1

Continuing William T. Evans’s interest in American art, unusual in
his time, The Montclair Art Museum has restricted its collection to
American fine art and Native American art. The permanent collection
now includes nearly 20,000 works of American painting, sculpture, works
on paper, photographs, costumes, bookplates, and 4,000 Native American
art objects and artifacts. Among the museum’s significant acquisitions
are the Moses and Ida Soyer Bequest (117 art works); the George
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Raimes Beach gift (about 250 Currier and Ives prints); and the Morgan
Russell Archive (more than 1,900 items).

In 1913 the museum received a bequest from the estate of Michel
LeBrun for the construction of a library and 40 volumes from his library
for the LeBrun Library which opened in 1916, overseen by Michel’s
widow Maria Olivia LeBrun. In 1917, Michel’s brother Pierre LeBrun,
also an architect, donated an additional 100 volumes. Since the
Montclair Art Museum’s collection is limited to American fine arts and
Native American art, the LeBrun Library’s research materials are simi-
larly restricted, for the most part, to these same fields. The LeBrun
Library has been and still is the foremost art reference source in this lim-
ited field in the State of New Jersey. The library’s holdings for its 84-year
existence have increased more than one-hundred fold to some 14,000
books, plus some 5000 volumes of bound periodicals, 136 drawers of ver-
tical file material on American artists, a collection of 20,000 slides, and
nearly 8000 bookplates. This library collection has been maintained since
1916 by seven librarians: Mary Paine, Julia Smith Berrall (international
flower-arranging and garden authority), Laura Jacobus Mueschenheim,
Elizabeth Ilsley Bonta, Edith Anderson Rights, Mary Chatfield, and
Susanna Sabolcsi.

The museum from its inception collected bookplates which are under
the care of the librarian. Over the decades thirteen bookplate exhibi-
tions have been held, three focused on individual American bookplate
artists ( Julius J. Lankes, 1941; Arthur Nelson Macdonald, 1986; and
David McNeely Stauffer, 1990) and 10 on various aspects of the
museum’s bookplate collection (1959, 1967–1968, and 1993).

At the time of the library’s founding Charles Bull (librarian of the
General Theological Seminary in New York City), president of the
museum’s board of trustees, commissioned as a gift for the library a
bookplate by the engineer, artist, botanist and author Herbert Waldron
Faulkner (1860–1940), who in 1915 had at the museum an exhibition of
paintings and lithographs of American gardens and European scenes.
Faulkner had spent nearly twenty years (1890–1909) mainly in Italy and
France where he worked and exhibited regularly, according to reviews in
International Studio.

The principal image of the Faulkner bookplate is the Herman Atkins
MacNeil sculpture, The Sun Vow. The frame of the bookplate is orna-
mented with portraits of classical artists and with decorated vertical side
panels. This bookplate was used until replaced by a second bookplate, by
Lynd Kendall Ward (1905–1985) and William Elberty (dates unknown),
which is still in use. Early in 1954, the Montclair Art Museum presented
an exhibition of woodcuts, lithographs, and watercolors by Lynd Ward, a
New Jersey artist and author.2 Between 1954 and 1957, he created for the
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museum a letterhead which showed the museum entrance façade with
an American elm tree (since dead and replaced by an Atlas cedar) and
the same MacNeil The Sun Vow that was the main image of the Faulkner
bookplate. This letterhead design was adapted as a bookplate by William
Elberty, another New Jersey artist.

Edith Anderson Rights, Upper Montclair, N.J.

Notes

1. See American Society of Bookplate Collectors and Designers. Yearbook,
1987.

2. See Libraries and Culture 30:4 (Fall 1995).
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Book Reviews

Reclaiming the American Library Past: Writing the Women In. Edited by Suzanne
Hildenbrand. Norwood, N.J.: Ablex Publishing Co., 1996. xii, 324 pp. $73.25.
ISBN 1-56750-2342.

Reclaiming the American Library Past presents a female perspective which reviews
and expands the male-dominated American library history of the past century—
male-dominated in both the subject matter and professionalism. Suzanne
Hildenbrand’s essay provides the reader with the historical background to assess
the articles which follow in the book. She places library history by and about
women within the larger dimension of feminist studies. She divides feminist his-
tories into the two areas of personalities (herstories) and issues by tracing the
publications of women over the past three decades. This essay provides a sound
intellectual framework with which to assess the essays that follow in this book
and those appearing in future works.

The seven essays in the “Personalities and Programs” section present a series
of strong females whose contributions influenced the institutions for which they
worked and the larger profession of librarians. This is the largest portion of the
book, containing seven sketches of varying length. The essays on Dorothy Porter
Wesley and Fannie Elizabeth Ratchford are followed by bibliographies of their
publications. The final division of the book addresses “Professional Issues” in four
essays dealing with issues still of importance in today’s library world, such as pay
equality, censorship and intellectual freedom, and professionalism.

Three of the essays explore early female directors of important library and
archival collections—“African-American Historical Continuity: Jean Blackwell
Hutson and the Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture” by Glendora
Johnson-Cooper; “Librarian, Literary Detective and Scholar: Fannie Elizabeth
Ratchford” by Clara Sitter; and “Dorothy Porter Wesley: Bibliographer, Curator,
and Scholar” by Helen H. Britton. These essays not only present portraits of the
female directors of institutions but present thumbnail sketches of the institu-
tions themselves. While the importance of the institution is critical to a discus-
sion of the life of the female leader of it, this dual approach seems to sacrifice
thoroughness in an attempt to provide institutional histories. These essays would
be better served by being longer monographs or focusing primarily on the indi-
vidual, with minimal information provided about their respective institution.

The article on land-grant college female librarians, “College Community 
and Librarianship: Women Librarians at the Western Landgrant Colleges” by
Georgia Higley, provides a fascinating study of the place of female librarians in a
library system. The female librarians appointed to “head” these early libraries
(often nothing more than a room full of accumulated books) worked diligently to
provide their patrons with services, books, and information. Too often the female
librarian struggles throughout her tenure to obtain standing in the college and a
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building to house her growing collection, only to see the position of librarian be
filled by a man once the institutional setting is in place. This essay provides an
excellent perspective on the role of women in establishing a profession in which
they are then excluded from the upper levels.

The three remaining essays focus on individuals and their unique contribu-
tions to librarianship—“Adelaide Hasse: The New Woman as Librarian” by Clare
Beck, “Julia Brown Apslund and New Mexico Library Service” by Linda K. Lewis,
and “Anne Carroll Moore: ‘I Have Spun Out a Long Thread’ ” by Anne Lundin.
These essays provide portraits of women who provided leadership in different
areas of librarianship. Adelaide Hasse worked as a librarian and civil servant, and
is most famous for devising the organizational numbering system for government
documents. While this essay touches on the major issues of her tumultuous life,
one can hope that a longer piece can provide greater insight into the life of this
early feminist. Julia Brown Apslund, wife and librarian, provided a lifetime of ser-
vice to New Mexico through her efforts in establishing and enhancing libraries in
that state. Anne Carroll Moore was a leading figure in the establishment and for-
mation of children’s librarianship through her efforts in New York at the Pratt
Institute. While her work has come to be regarded as an example of the tradi-
tional role for the female librarian in nurturing children, this essay provides a
wider view of the importance of children’s services and the obstacles which were
overcome to establish its place in today’s libraries. The lives of each of these
women provide a new window through which to view library history. Their lives
are testimony to the early efforts of women to provide services at various levels
to a multitude of populations.

The four articles contained in “Professional Issues” address a variety of con-
cerns impacting on feminine library history. Two articles, “ ‘You Don’t Have to
Pay Librarians’ ” by Joanne E. Passet and “Women’s Unpaid Work in Libraries:
Change and Continuity” by Cheryl Knott Malone, look at the issue of librarian-
ship and salary. Passet’s article reviews the salaries of those traditionally female
professions (teacher, librarian, and nurse) at the turn of the century. She con-
cludes that the salary gap between female and male librarians was due in part to
the performance of library tasks by amateur librarians or unpaid volunteers. The
woman librarian was often induced to continue her position despite the salary
difference because the service being provided was such a valuable contribution to
society. Cheryl K. Malone examines this issue from the opposite side, that of the
unpaid female volunteer in the library. She notes that performance of unpaid
library service (while affecting the pay of professional librarians) offered women
a means to public service at the beginning of the twentieth century. This public
service was accepted by society as fitting for a female but allowed the volunteer
to achieve, through this first venture into the public forum, a growing voice in
community affairs. The volunteer librarian can be viewed as a precursor to a vari-
ety of civic, health, and social efforts of women in the twentieth century.

Barbara B. Brand’s article, “Pratt Institute Library School: The Perils of
Professionalization,” traces the development of this school through the life of the
woman responsible for its development, Josephine Rathbone. This history pro-
vides an interesting view into the politics of library education at the beginning of
the twentieth century. The essay follows the fight between the Carnegie Corpora-
tion and the forces of library accreditation (through the Board of Education for
Librarianship) and the strong leadership of Rathbone at Pratt.

The last essay, “ ‘Since So Many of Today’s Librarians are Women,’ Women and
Intellectual Freedom in U.S. Librarianship 1890–1990” by Christine Jenkins,
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examines controversial studies which have looked askance at the role of women
as defenders of intellectual freedom in libraries. Jenkins considers the scope of
earlier classic studies by Katz, Castagna, and the ALA’s Intellectual Freedom
Committee to examine the contention that women were more likely to impose
censorship and less likely to defend first amendment rights. Her examination
points to several crucial issues which call into question the definitiveness of these
earlier findings. Statistics which look at numbers of male versus female librarians
who actively defended intellectual freedom do not address the disparity in the
relative positions of the sexes in the library. Males were more likely to be in
higher positions which would be expected to provide the outside voice for public
issues such as intellectual freedom; females were more likely to occupy technical
or children’s services positions. This article is an extremely interesting examina-
tion of a controversial topic in librarianship.

This book provides an excellent beginning in the exploration of female librar-
ianship. The essays provide views of people who are often relegated to footnotes
in larger library histories but who played important roles in their respective are-
nas. One can hope that there will be additional work forthcoming to continue to
amplify and explore the history of women librarians.

Susan P. Sokoll, University of Texas at Austin

Sir Walter Ralegh and His Readers in the Seventeenth Century: Speaking to the People. 
By Anna R. Beer. New York: St. Martin’s Press, 1997. xi, 208 pp. $55.00. ISBN 
0-312-17610-4.

Texts have meanings determined by their moment in history. This is the
underlying assumption of Sir Walter Ralegh and His Readers in the Seventeenth Century:
Speaking to the People, the fourth volume in the new Early Modern Literature in
History series edited by Cedric C. Brown at the University of Reading. A trans-
mission and reception study of Sir Walter Ralegh’s texts during the first half of
the seventeenth century, this book maps the minute shifts in emphasis and con-
text that mark the deployment of Ralegh as an authority representing the “peo-
ple” in opposition to the monarchy. Its broad thesis argues that Ralegh’s work
was reconstructed to serve a variety of narrow political agendas during this
highly politicized period. With scrupulous precision, Anna R. Beer locates each
reissue of Ralegh’s texts in its political moment, analyzing the editor, editing,
publishing history, and presentation of these texts in order to reconstruct its edi-
tor’s intention and its audience.

Beer begins by exploring Ralegh’s construction of his own authority as a key
figure in the transitional period between absolute monarchism and the Restora-
tion of the monarchy. In examining the plentiful manuscript editions as well 
as printed versions of Ralegh’s speech from the scaffold, Beer shows that no
single “authoritative” text exists or even needs to exist, since the importance of
the speech lies in its popular life after Ralegh’s death. Her methodology just
works well to integrate manuscript and printed texts as evidence in this history
of textual transmission. The book is divided into two parts: the first analyzes
Ralegh’s History of the World and Dialogue betweene a Counsellor of State and a Justice of
peace during Ralegh’s life, while the second examines the history of these texts
and of Ralegh’s speech from the scaffold after his death. The most telling chap-
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ters show how this speech, initially marketed as an example of the monarch’s
authority and the state’s just punishment, was received as an indictment of
monarchical tyranny, falsehood, and impotence by succeeding generations of
political activists, notably Cromwell and the Levellers. Also intriguing is the
examination of Ralegh’s “new status” as a “champion of merchants’ interests” in
the 1650s, reflecting the cultural shift from a courtly to a bourgeois audience
(166).

The strengths of this close, careful study, however, also produce its limitations.
The lack of evidence of the response of a wide readership, the lack of a compar-
ative framework with other political texts, and Beer’s concentration on inter-
pretable manipulations of very small patches of text make generalizations
impossible. As Beer herself acknowledges, there is no conclusion to be reached
about what Ralegh’s texts meant in either reading history or political history.
Nothing emerges about how the invention of Ralegh’s authority as a politician
compares to that of other writers, or why Ralegh particularly filled this role, and
thus it is not really clear why Ralegh himself is selected for the study in the first
place. Sadly, the lack of an exploration of Ralegh’s broader representation in pop-
ular literature and graphic works as a courtier, an explorer, an entrepreneur, or a
poet leaves an essential aspect of this reinvention of Ralegh unplumbed. More
importantly, perhaps, this lack of a wide context, a flaw of reception studies in
general, narrows even the general assumption that texts are manipulated into
political meanings by particular periods. Beer concludes that these intensely
political readings reflect the intensely political moment in history, in contrast to
the depoliticization of the following half-century when the separation of author
from text marked a “professionalization” of historiography (171). Thus, even top-
icality seems an arbitrary construction of the winds of time.

Barbara M. Benedict, Trinity College, Hartford, Connecticut

A History of the British Museum Library, 1753–1973. By P. R. Harris. London: British
Library, 1998. xx, 833 pp. £50.00. ISBN 0-7123-4562-0.

“Some institutions inspire respect and affection on the part of those connected
with them—this applies to certain schools, universities, regiments, and other
organizations—and it certainly applied to the British Museum Library which I
joined in 1947.” So wrote the author of this monumental reference history of one
of the world’s greatest cultural repositories of human knowledge (xiii). Spanning
220 years and organized methodically, the work is an encyclopedic record of the
evolution of an institution that has taken on legendary proportions.

Philip Harris, who served in the library’s Department of Printed Books
(Deputy Keeper from 1966) until retirement in 1986, is eminently qualified to
assemble and present the material included in this comprehensive, if not exhaus-
tive, record of more than 900 pages, including illustrations. Library historians are
indebted to him for his personal reflections on this eleven-year project entitled
“Writing a History of the British Museum Library,” in Library History 14 (May
1968): 14–6. Just deciding upon and implementing an outline and plan for a work
of this scope presents an intriguing challenge of organization of knowledge for
the best researcher.

An overview of the volume’s format will indicate effectively how the chal-
lenge was met. Eleven chapters treat time spans of varying length that break at
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important points in the library’s (and museum’s) life. They are worth enumerat-
ing: (1) The Eighteenth Century, 1753–1798; (2) Planta as Principal Librarian—
The Beginning of Change, 1799–1827; (3) Parliamentary Enquiries, 1828–1837;
(4) Panizzi and Madden, 1837–1847; (5) A Time of Development, 1847–1856; (6)
A Time of Consolidation, 1857–1875; (7) The Contribution of Bond, 1876–1890;
(8) Maunde Thompson and Kenyon, 1891–1914; (9) The War of 1914–18 and the
Inter-war Period, 1914–1939; (10) The War of 1939–45 and Reconstruction,
1939–1958; (11) An End and a Beginning, 1959–1973.

Acknowledging that the collections are the most important aspect of the
library, the author gives them priority in each chapter, but the staff, the cata-
logues, the reading rooms, and the general accommodations are each focal points
for descriptive treatment. This general format allows the author to emphasize
various important events and trends in each chronological period.

Following nearly 700 pages of text are about 150 pages of other essential seg-
ments. “Source Notes” (60 pages) come first and are references, numbered by
chapter—not to be confused with substantive notes at the bottom of text pages
that appear with a sequence of symbols. The six very useful appendices include
“Senior Staff” (8 pages); “Staff Structures”—a chronology of staff changes 
(3 pages); “Some Holders of Readers’ Tickets, 1759–1939” (16 pages); “Glossary”
(5 pages); “Approximate Value of the Pound, 1750–1995” in 1995 values (1 page);
and “A Note on Statistics” (1 page). The “Bibliography” (9 pages) consists of pri-
mary sources, categorized by British Museum and British Library archives, and
Parliamentary Papers of the House of Commons, and of secondary sources that
include over 175 books and articles. The 64 unnumbered pages of black-and-
white illustrations include 10 building plans and diagrams and 111 drawings and
photographs of people and buildings, interior and exterior shots. An extensive
double-columned index of 38 pages concludes the work.

Two themes run throughout the volume and affect its emphasis and tone. First,
the staff of the library from top to bottom have been extremely loyal and long-
tenured, resulting in people who “usually spent the whole of their working lives
in the library, and so became very knowledgeable about its holdings and its oper-
ations” (xv). Second, these staff members, especially those in higher administra-
tive positions, had experience in acquiring, processing, preserving, and mediating
the outstanding collections for which the institution is famous; they brought bib-
liographical expertise to their positions that was second to none. That the col-
lections and the staff were central to the various epochs in the British Museum
Library’s life is readily apparent from this compendium.

The author’s intention—“to produce a very detailed account of the library, to
help answer questions put by readers, and to record for posterity the way in
which the library worked during the period of more than two centuries when it
was in Montagu House and in Smirke’s British Museum building” (xvi)—has
surely been achieved. He also assures the reader that “this long and very detailed
book is primarily intended as a work of reference” that “deals with the facts of
the library’s history,” and modestly concludes his introduction with the challenge
that “it is a task for others to evaluate the part which the library has played in
the intellectual history of the nation, and indeed of the world of scholarship in
general” (xvii).

Even casual readers will find some intriguing anecdotes to tease scholarly
curiosity buried among the reports, proper names, and figures. For example,
though there is no entry for Texas in the index, one learns that in 1936 the
library’s director received a letter from the Librarian of the University of Texas,
stating that a syndicate had been formed to offer twice as much for the Codex
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Sinaiticus as the Soviets were asking the British Museum with a view to placing
it in the Library of Congress. This entire matter was pending on the American
recognition of the Soviet Union; meanwhile the deal had been consummated by
the British Museum Trustees (510–1). Careful reading has its rewards!

While this work is similar in scope and magnitude to Phyllis Dain’s The New
York Public Library: A History of Its Founding and Early Years (New York: New York
Public Library, 1972) and the two substantial volumes on the Cambridge Uni-
versity Library by J. C. T. Oates and David McKitterick respectively (Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 1986)—they pale in comparison to this treatment of
the British Museum Library’s history. Indeed, this work will become the standard
by which future institutional library histories will be measured. As such, it
deserves a place in every library in which scholarship is highly valued and the his-
tory of collections of recorded knowledge is viewed as significant for explication
of the great chain of scholarship.

Donald G. Davis Jr., University of Texas at Austin

The British Library Journal: Panizzi Bicentenary Issue, Vol. 23, No. 2, Autumn 1997.
Edited by C. J. Wright. London: The British Library, 1997. 171 pp. $30.00. ISSN
0305-5167.

Four of the nine selections in this issue of the British Library Journal were given
orally at a bicentenary commemoration of Sir Anthony Panizzi’s birth, held in the
British Museum and the British Library buildings on 16 September 1997. Three
of the other selections add to the tribute, and the whole makes a fine addition to
Panizzi lore.

In his opening short article, historian M. R. D. Foot discusses “The Young
Panizzi,” telling of Panizzi’s adventurous youth and fortunate escape to England,
where he made many influential friends, especially Henry Brougham, who fur-
thered Panizzi’s career as a librarian.

The second essay, entitled “Panizzi, Grenville and the Grenville Library,” is by
Denis Reidy, a long-time scholar of Panizzi. Thomas Grenville had a magnificent
library of twenty thousand volumes in which he allowed Panizzi to study. Panizzi
profited by this generosity in publishing several books of Italian poetry from the
first editions owned by Grenville. Reidy quotes letters between Panizzi and
Grenville which have never before been published and which reveal the two
men’s love of books and of poetry. Reidy is also able to publish a recently discov-
ered list of persons to whom Panizzi donated copies of one of his books in 1835.
Panizzi persuaded Grenville to leave his library to the British Museum, and this
accession made the British Museum library immediately into one of “world-wide
importance” (129).

David Paisey’s “Adolphus Asher (1800–1853): Berlin Bookseller, Anglophile,
and Friend to Panizzi” adds new information to the Panizzi story. Paisey is a for-
mer assistant keeper in the Department of Printed Books, and he says that Asher
played a very important role in the British Museum’s acquisition of books from
the Continent. His chief source is Asher’s letters to Panizzi, which are among the
“Panizzi Papers” in the Department of Manuscripts. Asher was a great admirer
of Panizzi, and his letters in excellent English (he had lived for some time in
London) are witty and full of details of his own life.
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Asher also figures prominently in the fourth essay in this collection, which is by
Christine Thomas, head of East European Collections, and Bob Henderson, sys-
tems manager of Reader Services, both in the British Library. The essay is called
“Watts, Panizzi, and Asher: The Development of the Russian Collections,
1837–1869,” and is mostly about that remarkable man, Thomas Watts. He is the
one who made the Russian collections in the British Museum the best in any
library outside Russia itself. Since no member of the staff knew the Russian lan-
guage, few books printed in it were in the library when Watts began his and
Panizzi’s project of acquiring them. The two men, with the help of a greatly
increased parliamentary grant, and with Asher’s knowledge, built up the foreign
collections so that by 1860 Watts claimed he had suggested the acquisition of
more than eighty thousand books in many languages.

The editor of the British Library Journal, C. J. Wright of the Department of
Manuscripts, contributed the next essay to the convocations and to this issue 
of the Journal: “Consort and Cupola: Prince Albert, Panizzi and the Reading
Room of the British Museum.” Prince Albert was interested in architecture, and
he wrote several letters to Sydney Smirke, the Museum’s architect, which are
published here. Smirke suggested that the interior of the projected dome be
painted pale blue and that the ribs be gilded, giving a very light effect. When fin-
ished the room was, indeed beautiful, and it has been Panizzi’s most renowned
achievement.

The sixth article is about “The Panizzi Touch: Panizzi’s Successors as Principal
Librarian,” by Andrew Prescott of the Department of Manuscripts in the British
Library. It deals with Edward Bond, whom Panizzi made principal librarian after
John Winter Jones retired. Bond was an innovator who brought electric light into
the reading room and photography to damaged works in the stacks. Four appen-
dixes to this article are taken from Bond’s reports and memoranda books in the
department.

Marvin Spevak, a retired professor, is writing a biography of James Orchard
Halliwell-Phillipps, and he contributes an article on “Halliwell-Phillipps and the
British Museum Library.” Admitted as a reader at the early age of seventeen,
Halliwell (as he was then known) was a thorn to the keepers because of his “pec-
cadilloes” (248) in the reading room, but he published antiquarian works and was
a member of various literary societies. He married the daughter of Sir Thomas
Phillipps, the great collector of manuscripts, and thereafter called himself
Halliwell-Phillipps. He was a book dealer and a collector, especially of Shake-
speariana, and much of his private collection went to the Folger Library in
Washington, D.C.

This issue of the British Library Journal ends with two “Shorter Contributions”
having nothing to do with Panizzi. Nevertheless, on the whole it makes a worth-
while addition to the Panizzi materials in any library in which the history of
libraries is important.

Barbara McCrimmon, Tallahassee, Florida

Prince of Forgers. By Joseph Rosenblum. New Castle, DE: Oak Knoll Press, 1998.
xiii, 202 pp. $45.00. ISBN 1-884718-51-5.

History is at the same time one of the most fundamental pillars of civilization
and one of the most fragile constructs of society. This is so because history relies
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for its validity primarily on records created not for historical purposes at all, but
rather to conduct the affairs of life. How individuals and societies understand
themselves can be both read in and shaped by history written from these records.
Corrupt the records, and one corrupts history. Corrupt history, and one changes
truth and understanding. Alter truth and understanding, and one threatens to
change individuals and societies fundamentally. One only need recall the uproar
created fifteen years ago by the fabricated diaries of Adolph Hitler to have proof
of this point.

Search history and the nineteenth century stands out for its forgers: Major
George Gordon Byron, who corrupted the literary legacies of both Lord Byron
and Percy Bysshe Shelley; Thomas James Wise, whose damage to the bibliogra-
phy of literature of the century may never be completely reversed; and James
Addison Reavis, who succeeded for a decade in claiming ownership of eleven mil-
lion acres of the state of Arizona, spring readily to mind. With publication of
Prince of Forgers, the name of Vrain-Denis Lucas will be added to that readily rec-
ognized list. During his sixteen-year career, to the best of current knowledge,
Lucas created more forgeries than any other individual before or since. He sold
27,000 spurious documents to one collector alone.

Spurned in his desire to work in France’s national library and in other rep-
utable libraries and publishing houses, Vrain-Denis Lucas turned to forgery as
his occupation. Not content simply with making money by his inventions, Lucas
sought to change history, in the words of John Lewis in the foreword, to give “the
French people the history they so rightly deserved.” Lucas’s forgeries, for exam-
ple, credited Pascal with discovering gravity thirty-five years before Isaac
Newton; credited Galileo, rather than the Dutch Huyghens, with discovering the
first moon of Saturn. Becoming bolder as time passed, Lucas created letters of
Mary Magdalene and Alexander-the-Great.

The boldness and depth of historical knowledge that Lucas demonstrated in
his fabrications, he sadly lacked in their physical execution. Since all of his forg-
eries were written in the French language and on paper, some of which bore nine-
teenth-century watermarks, it was only a matter of time until he was found out.
Yet his downfall came not on account of the physical crudeness of the forgeries,
but rather because of the greed of his principal patron, French Academy of
Sciences member Michel Chasles. Lucas was finally arrested on a warrant sworn
by Chasles to prevent Lucas from delivering some three thousand documents to
another buyer.

Lucas stood trial, was convicted of his crime in 1870, and disappeared from his-
tory. That same year, Henri Bordier of the Archives Nationales and Emile
Mabille of the Imperial Library, the two principal witnesses against Lucas, pro-
duced Une Fabrique de Faux Autographes, a book about Lucas and his forgeries, which
included both a list of the forgeries Lucas sold to Chasles and copies (translations
and images) of fourteen that figured in the trial. Though Bordier’s and Mabille’s
writing styles in no way rival the drama in two late-nineteenth-century works of
fiction based on Lucas’s career, their study is both a solid account of Lucas’s
career and a description of the forgeries.

The work under review is the first English translation of the Bordier and
Mabille text. That fact alone justifies publication. Adding to the value of his
work, Joseph Rosenblum has contributed several appendices, most of them
regarding the controversy generated by the forgeries concerning the discoverer of
the law of gravity.

Sadly, in two aspects unconnected with the translation, this book falls short 
of its potential. First, the copy sent for review replaced sixteen pages of the
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inventory of Lucas’s forgeries with an entire signature from a Dickens work
totally unconnected to the Lucas piece. Second, the indexer chose not to include
the names of both Lucas and Chasles. Any reader who wishes to use the work as
a resource must personally correct this delinquency. Otherwise, the production of
the Prince of Forgers follows the high standards of Oak Knoll Press.

For any student of forgery of historical and literary books and documents, 
as well as any student of French history, this work is an important source and
reference.

David B. Gracy II, University of Texas at Austin

American Academic Culture in Transformation: Fifty Years, Four Disciplines. Edited by
Thomas Bender and Carl E. Schorske. Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University
Press, 1997. xii, 371 pp. $16.95 (pbk.). ISBN 0-691-05824-5.

This is a collection of essays about four disciplines in American higher educa-
tion—economics, English, philosophy, political science—and how they have
changed over the past half century. Commissioned by the American Academy of
Arts and Sciences, funded by the Mellon Foundation, the study appeared origi-
nally as a special issue of the journal Daedalus.

Why these four disciplines? The editors explain that they were looking for
“pluralized disciplines” as opposed to what they call more “tightly unified ones”
(which is presumably why they fought shy of the natural sciences). In both the
humanities and the social sciences—“pluralized disciplines”—they wanted to
pair one discipline with a “strong ego” (philosophy, economics) against “another,
more eclectic, even fractured discipline” (English, political science). They wanted
disciplines that reached outward, or claimed to want to do so, toward a wider
public (English, political science) as well as those disciplines more introverted
(economics, philosophy).

One could argue endlessly whether the organizers of the study chose the right
four disciplines or whether their criteria are not riddled with High Porten-
tousness and wishful thinking (kindly show me the English Department that is
“reaching outward”), but I do not wish to be captious. I do question the great
inductive leap from a half century’s history of four disciplines to “American
Academic Culture in Transformation: Fifty Years.” Quite a different picture of
the transformation of American academic culture would have emerged had the
disciplines included history, sociology, or anthropology (to remain in the liberal
arts)—or library science. It would have been altogether different (and possibly 
a good deal more interesting) had they included any of the natural science
disciplines.

The editors solicited essays from leading figures in each field, all distinguished,
some now emeritus, some still active in the fray. Economics has three commen-
tators (Robert Solow, David Kreps, William Barber) as does English (M. H.
Abrams, Catherine Gallagher, José David Saldivar); philosophy has two (Hilary
Putnam, Alexander Nehamas) as does political science (Charles Lindblom,
Rogers Smith). There is an introductory essay by Thomas Bender as well as three
synthesizing essays by Carl Schorske, Ira Katznelson, and David Hollinger.

There is always something of the blind-men-and-the-elephant aspect to a pro-
ject like this. I do think that the contributors have managed to get things on the
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whole about right regarding the changes in their fields, based on my experience
as a liberal arts dean with all of these disciplines over a fair part of the last quar-
ter-century. The pieces on economics, philosophy, and political science are par-
ticularly good.

In some ways, however, the book is hopelessly naive. One would not know,
reading this book, that American academic culture has a thing called “political
correctness.” Thomas Bender is “disturbed” that religious traditionalists have
taken postmodernism at face value and said, well, “If there is no objectivity in sci-
ence, . . . then why not give religious perspectives equal credibility with science
in the academy?” (44). (“Hoist with one’s own petard” is the cliché that one
struggles, without success, to avoid muttering here.) “The relations between the
university and the public have surely been better at other times” (67).

Indeed. They have hardly ever been worse, at least in regard to relations
between the liberal arts and the public. Books like this one, a rather precious,
rather mandarin product of the august Higher Education Establishment, do lit-
tle to increase understanding of the Academy except among that elite band of
other members of the Higher Education Establishment. The Mellon Foundation
would do a great deal more good for the Academy by concerning itself with the
question of why town-gown relations in American higher education—at least in
the humanities and social sciences—are so bad, and what if anything might be
done to improve them.

Robert D. King, University of Texas at Austin

A Century of Stories: The History of the Iowa City Public Library, 1896–1997. By Lolly
Parker Eggers. Iowa City: The Iowa City Public Library Friends Foundation,
1997. xvi, 451 pp. $11.95. ISBN 0-9658548-0-9.

Book-length histories of public libraries are rare, but even rarer are book-
length studies of small city public libraries in sparsely populated states like Iowa,
far from the supposed intellectual centers on the coasts. The novelty of this book
is even more remarkable when one considers that Lolly Eggers is not a profes-
sional historian, but a long-time employee of the Iowa City Public Library
(ICPL), who shoulders the additional burden of seeking impartiality while having
served the ICPL as its director for nearly twenty years (1975–1994). Right away
the reader is suspicious as to whether the author can maintain any kind of objec-
tivity about her subject, since she has been so intimately involved with its recent
past. But Ms. Eggers has taken seriously her responsibility to tell her tale even-
handedly—and for the most part she succeeds. Only in a place or two do her
biases briefly come to the surface.

Iowa City, Iowa, was a small college town in the late nineteenth century when
the local citizenry decided that a public library would be a good place for young
people to spend their time. After its creation in 1897, the city benefited from the
generosity of Mr. Carnegie in 1902 and proceeded to construct its first building
and establish a library board of trustees. From then on the library struggled to
serve its public through war and peace, depression and good times.

In telling her story, Ms. Eggers suffers from a problem common to novice his-
torians: her research has uncovered so much material that at times she does
not know how to separate the wheat from the chaff. This creates difficulties for
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readers who are chiefly interested in learning the basic story of the library and
how it earned its prominence in both Iowa and in the region as a top-notch, ser-
vice-oriented institution with excellent staff which used creative approaches to
public librarianship as the century evolved. Unfortunately, Eggers surrounds this
remarkable transformation with mind-numbing details of library board delibera-
tions that transcend the interest level of all but the most devoted readers. Much
of this trouble comes from the author’s extensive experience as library director
and her deep understanding of the crucial relationship between the public library
director and its governing board. She has fought many of the same battles as her
predecessors and knows where the bodies are buried.

Despite the sometimes overwhelming detail, and Ms. Eggers’s personal involve-
ment in the Iowa city Public Library’s most recent past, this is overall a very good
book. The author strives to balance her text with equal attention to events and
people as they appeared throughout the century. Each library director receives
careful attention with the most important issues facing them delineated. Eggers’s
description of the library’s development during the 1920s and 1930s provides a
relatively rare glimpse into the growth of small city public libraries during this
period. The burden of providing library services in the difficult depression years
and its emotional impact on the library subsequently is of particular interest. Since
Iowa City was also a college town with a growing university within its city limits,
the relationship between the university library and the local public library occu-
pies a portion of Eggers’s narrative and will prove useful to historians seeking to
explore this topic. And although she was directly involved in the library’s course
from the mid-seventies to the mid-nineties, Eggers avoids being self-serving in
her assessment of the library’s successes and failures under her direction.

For her research Eggers consulted numerous archival collections, not only in
Iowa City but also, for example, tapping the Carnegie records in New York City.
Her bibliography of secondary works reflects an awareness of the basic historiog-
raphy of librarianship, which is more than can be said for many writers of popular
library history. A Century of Stories is a solid historical work and can certainly reside
comfortably on that short shelf of books devoted to the history of public libraries.

Edward A. Goedeken, Iowa State University

Windows on the White House: The Story of Presidential Libraries. By Curt Smith. 
South Bend, Ind.: Diamond Communications, 1997. xi, 256 pp. $29.95. ISBN 
1-888698-10-1.

“My purpose,” writes Curt Smith in the “Finale” of Windows on the White House,
“has been less to praise than illumine these presidential libraries—for they are a
part of us, and we of them” (226). Windows on the White House: The Story of
Presidential Libraries is an ambitious entertainment: a handbook of presidential
libraries which combines the usefulness of a travel guide with an anecdotal his-
torical style reminiscent of Suetonius in an effort to provide general information
about, and at the same time “illuminate,” the presidential libraries. The results
are mixed. As a handbook, Windows is both useful and interesting; but ultimately
the work does not have the critical or historical depth to illumine the libraries.

Windows on the White House is at its best when presenting straightforward infor-
mation to the readers. Each presidential library is treated in a separate chapter
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containing: (1) an essay on the President, (2) contact information/operating
hours for each library, (3) a list of distinguished visitors, (4) hours and admission
information, (5) a description of the library, (6) excerpts from the Library dedi-
cation/groundbreaking speeches, and (7) road directions. Smith knows what
information is expected from him and delivers—the chapters are informative
and well-organized. Moreover, the text is lively and genuinely engaging. Smith is
erudite and enjoys dropping cultural references; chapter titles include “Thor-
oughly Modern Milhous” and “Jerry be Good”—at one point he uses Kurosawa’s
film Rashomon to illustrate how a president’s image can change depending on
“stripe and place” (ix).

Presented as “parallel lives,” the narrative essays about the presidents and
their presidential libraries are the highlights of the book. Smith, a former speech
writer for George Bush, is uniquely qualified to offer personal insight into the
presidency. His essays are intended to provoke readers to compare and contrast
each president’s administration with the “presidential legacy” preserved by their
respective libraries. Rutherford B. Hayes, a moral and unassuming president, is
survived by Spiegel Grove, which, like Hayes, is “pristine, right-minded, precise,
sentimental” (22). The Lyndon Baines Johnson library displays Johnson’s papers
behind four stories of glass cases in its great hall for visitors to “gawk at”—as
Smith observes, “you can hear the horselaugh of a delighted LBJ” (125).

If there is a flaw in Smith’s work, it is his insistence on “illuminating” the
libraries so that readers can draw conclusions based on their own perspectives.
While this is a laudable goal, Smith defeats his purpose by allowing his own
enthusiastic view of the presidents and their libraries to shape his narrative.
Smith has a “Tinker Bell kind of faith” (xi) in the presidency; quick to highlight
the good, he is also adept at spinning the controversial, so that it either remains
buried in the narrative or becomes the Achilles heel of an otherwise noble man.
Smith’s Nixon is “the most remarkable American of our time” (138); Kennedy is
the Kennedy of Camelot—unmarred by rumors of scandal; Carter is removed
from the hostage crisis, inflation, and rabid rabbits: “his omega—America’s shy,
tardy gratitude—had finally come again” (176). Smith has already interpreted
the libraries; there is little for the reader to do but judge his conclusions.

Determined to make a statement in spite of himself, Smith attempts to be
philosophical. The book is littered with non-insights, such as “Carter’s story is
the stuff of retelling. Lyrically, indelibly—it belongs to us all” (183), and “JFK’s
America—dreamboat home, or age of remembered innocence—endures, lush
and humming, as a place where one can leave the world alone” (107). Windows on
the White House is dedicated to “The America that is Mayberry” (v). The senti-
ment is sincere, but it is also nonsense.

Windows on the White House will appeal to casual readers and potential presi-
dential library tourists. Library historians and readers looking for a more critical
evaluation of the presidential libraries will have to turn to other sources.

James Galbraith, University of Mississippi

L’Edition française depuis 1945. Edited by Pascal Fouché. Paris: Editions du Cercle
de la librairie, 1998. 936 pp. 990F. ISBN 2-7654-0708-8

This is a handsome volume indeed, folio-sized, covering a bit over a half
century of the French publishing business. It is a pendant, so to speak, and
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conclusion to the magnificent volumes which have traced the history of the book
in its many forms in France from the Middle Ages to modern times, the ground-
breaking Histoire de l’édition française, volumes of which have been reviewed in
these pages. Virtually every opening of L’Edition française depuis 1945 treats the
reader to more than one illustration, most in color reflecting the rest of the book
production: high quality.

There are two principal sections of this monumental work: I. Publishing, a
healthy diversity: literature; social sciences and the humanities; ditto in relation-
ship to a world in transformation; the phenomenon of book clubs; revolution and
change in pocket books; art books; children’s books, from page to screen; comic
books; religion; classroom books; specialty publishing; popular science; how-to
books; reference; encyclopedias and dictionaries; electronic publishing. II. Trans-
formations in publishing: (1) Major developments: the new strategies of pub-
lishing; printing industries, from mechanization to “electronification”; graphic
design. (2) Relationship with the government: the government and publishing;
copyright; censorship. (3) Economics of the booktrade: publicity and advertising;
from “rationalization” to hyperspecialization; the economics of the trade, from
growth to crisis; brief essays on the principal publishing houses. As can be
expected in a well-ordered book of this size and scope, it ends with a chronologi-
cal table (compiled by the editor, Pascal Fouché), a useful bibliography, and a
comprehensive index.

First, presentation. Following in the wake of the Histoire de l’édition française, the
text is not only wonderfully well organized, but also has useful features like
essays within essays set off in their own compartments. The team working on the
various facets of the rich iconography, layout, typology, and so on, as well as those
seeing the book through the press (M. Barruet, A. Meylan, M. May-Atten, A.
Hénon, S. Roulet) are to be congratulated, as well as Pascal Fouché, of course.
The composition and production of this book were obviously a labor of love.

Fouché’s introduction clearly states the purpose of this publication: “to provide
a history of the development of the French publishing industry since World 
War I,” reminding us that the scope of the four volumes of the Histoire de l’édition
française (1981–1986) stopped in 1950. Difficult it is indeed to write a history of
the times you have lived in—and still do, emphasizes the author. So there will be
limits: “thus we have attempted to sketch a ‘panorama’ of French publishing
since 1945,” one which “might serve as a point of departure for historians work-
ing on this period” (17).

But his book goes far beyond interesting historians alone. Its readership will
include those interested in libraries and library history, literary critics who are
more and more becoming interested in many of the issues raised in this book,
members of the trade who might wish to learn something about how such busi-
ness is conducted in France, and so many others, including those abroad inter-
ested in developing a similar history for their own countries and cultures for
which this book might serve as a model.

Those interested in contemporary French culture will find this book a rich
mine of information and insights. For example, the section on comic strips is
comprehensive and can serve as a model for the rest. It is a phenomenon any bib-
liophile who has visited France is well aware of: countless “bouquinistes” along
the Seine specialize in fulfilling the collecting dreams of avid “comicophiles” who,
some years ago, all seemed to be in their teens or very early twenties. (The
author of this review has noticed that the middle-aged are more and more fre-
quently found poddling about such stands, which tells us something about the
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staying power of this particular addiction!) The section opens with photographs
of some of the principal players. The article proper (by P. Gaumer), briefly
reviews a history of the genre and leaps into modern times quickly. An interest-
ing review of the subject is provided. Each page is illustrated with two or three
covers, from the lurid to the humoristic to the serious (or semi-serious, anyway).
Those pages are then followed by an annotated list of the principal publishers 
of such books. American pop culture is not forgotten (in French translation/
adaptation, of course): Peanuts and Astérix, Popeye and Carnivora, Hara Kiri
and Buster Brown are all charmingly aligned for the delectation of the reader.

As mentioned, there are many subsections appropriately and elegantly set off;
so are there too, in the commercial/financial section, numerous graphs and tables
which those who are interested in such things will find, if not entertaining, at
least quite useful and illuminating. And discussions concerning libraries are not
forgotten, in this, the year of the VBM [Very Big Move]; at this writing (October
1998), the Bibliothèque nationale de France has just opened its doors at the new
site. It says something for a country and its culture that, instead of buying a new
aircraft carrier, investment is made in preserving the past and paving the way to
the future with such a marvelous enterprise. Thus, too, on the threshold of a new
millenium, much is written throughout L’Edition française about the new tech-
nologies and their relationship to the publishing industry.

A word about price: 990 French francs is about the equivalent (at this writing)
of $170. The book is cheap at the price. No library worthy of its name can do
without it, and I suspect that many individuals, certainly anyone interested in the
culture of France since the war, will want to own her own copy. Note: libraries will
want to preserve the attractive dust-jacket, a great photograph of the 1992
“Salon du livre” in the Grand Palais, Paris. Kudos to M. Fouché and the Editions
du Cercle de la librairie.

Where would one go from L’Edition française depuis 1945? I might suggest a
History of the French Booktrade Since 1945 as a complementary tome, one which
might privilege such important segments of the business as the second-hand
book trade, rare books, auctions, and so on, and provide a careful study of both
publishing and the commerce of books in Francophone countries, including
France overseas (the “départements d’outre-mer”).

Robert L. Dawson, University of Texas at Austin

The Father of Chinese Library Science Education. By Huan Wen Cheng. Taiwan, Taipei:
Student Book Co., 1997. 430 pp. ISBN 957-15-0837-3.

This is the first scholarly work about Sen Zu Rong (Samuel Tsu-Yung Seng)
that I have read so far. An overview of the history of Chinese library science edu-
cation and management was provided by Huan Wen Cheng’s work. Beginning
with Samuel Tsu-Yung Seng’s preface and concluding with a postscript, Huan
Wen Cheng’s work provides a biography of Sen Zu Rong’s life. There are two
major sections in the book. Each section concerns a specific aspect of Sen Zu
Rong’s life. The first section covers Seng’s life. The second section addresses my
interests in his work, his academic views, educational ideas, and management
theories. The book contains three helpful appendices. I like the way the author
gives the reader a very detailed appendix providing a bibliography of Sen Zu
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Rong’s scholarly works. The 120 pages of biographical material were a surprise,
revealing great detail as well as revealing the difficulty of data collection.

I was moved by the historical facts that the author presented in the book.
There are four reasons I agree with the author’s words “Sen Zu Rong had a great
and brilliant life.” First, Sen Zu Rong helped Mary Elizabeth Wood establish one
of the earliest public libraries, Wen Hua Gong Shu Lin (Boone Library), and the
first library school, Shi li Wu Chang Wen Hua Tu Shu Guan Xue Zhuan Ke Xue
Xiao (Boone Library School, Boone University). Second, Sen Zu Rong was the
first person to advocate “wisdom and service” at Shi li Wu Chang Wen Hua Tu
Shu Guan Xue Zhuan Ke Xue Xiao (Boone Library School) in 1930. I couldn’t
agree more. Scientific management and early-twentieth-century concepts were
very important for China, and “wisdom and service” continue to be important
values for modern library management and educational theory. Third, Mary
Elizabeth Wood and Sen Zu Rong were the first to use open shelves and traveling
libraries in China in 1914. It took courage to break private library traditions
sixty-eight yeas ago. Fourth, Sen Zu Rong was the first to introduce Dewey
Decimal Cataloguing and subject headings to China. He published A System of
Classification of Chinese Books Based on Dewey’s Classification and List of Subject
Headings. He created the first Chinese Subject Headings which were the first and
only one real subject headings until Chinese Subject Headings was published in the
1970s.

These four very important things should not be ignored in Chinese library his-
tory. Sen Zu Rong was the father of Chinese library education and management.
I really like Sen Zu Rong’s idea that “A Chinese librarian should have adaptation,
organizing power, administrative genius, intelligence, financial ability and sacri-
fice.” All of the academic views that the author presents in the book require
thoughtful reading. Sen Zu Rong’s life was the major contribution to Chinese
library history.

Despite the work’s lack of index, it gives an overview of Sen Zu Rong’s contri-
butions to the Chinese library science field and provides opportunities for further
research.

Dan Huo, University of Texas at Austin

Histoire du livre: A pleines pages, Vol. I. By Bruno Blasselle. Paris: Gallimard, 1997.
160 pp. 77.72 F. ISBN 2-07-053363-8.

Bruno Blasselle is the director of the Department of Books and Imprints of the
Bibliothèque nationale of France (at the old site, rue Richelieu) and, at the same
time, the director of the Department of Literature and Art of the Bibliothèque
nationale of France (at the new site, Tolbiac). Histoire du livre: A pleines pages
[History of the Book: All of Its Pages] is not Blasselle’s first book. He authored 
or co-authored several others, including Chemins de rencontre, l’Europe avant la 
lettre [Crossroads: Europe before the Fact] (Paris: Bibliothèque nationale de
France, 1993) and La Bibliothèque nationale de France, mémoire de l’avenir [The
National Library of France: Memory of the Future] (Paris: Gallimard, 1996) with
Jacqueline Melet-Sanson.

Histoire du livre: A pleines pages belongs to the series Découvertes [Discoveries] pub-
lished by Gallimard. This is the first volume, and it covers antiquity through the
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eighteenth century. Blasselle traces the history of writing on a variety of media—
from stone to clay tablets, from papyrus to palm leaves, from parchment to
paper—as well as the evolution of the book as a physical object—from loose leaves
to volumes, from codices to bound books as we know them today. Blasselle features
the transition from hand writing performed in scriptoria to printing carried out in
printing shops, focusing on materials and equipment used during the centuries.

The author explores the social role of the first texts and analyzes their transi-
tion from the religious to the scholastic sphere, along with the dissemination of
the written word, and later on the printed word, throughout society from a select
elite to all of the social strata. The advent of the first universities stimulated the
development of the book and contributed to its reaching an ever wider audience.
The book evolved from being a mere carrier of philosophic or scientific informa-
tion to a political weapon at times, never ceasing to be the most durable expres-
sion of the human adventure.

Histoire du livre: A pleines pages is not only a historical work on the evolution of
the book under various forms (e.g., treatise, dictionary, almanac, or literary work)
but also a philosophical essay on its meaning and mission throughout the cen-
turies (during Antiquity, the Middle Ages, the Renaissance, the Reformation, and
the Enlightenment). Structured in chronological order, each chapter consists of
short articles dealing with specific topics (e.g., texts in Latin and in vernacular
languages, Oriental manuscripts, illuminated manuscripts, movable type, the
architecture of the page, bindings, users, reading, libraries, copyright, legal
deposit, censorship, etc.). The activity of individual printers is highlighted along
with their most remarkable achievements.

The entries are very dense and compact from an intellectual standpoint. So is
the physical appearance of the volume. The book is pocket size (12.5 � 18 cm.),
printed on glossy paper, with excellent black-and-white and color illustrations.
Every page is used to its maximum to accommodate both the text and the sup-
porting pictures. The 160 pages carry over two hundred illustrations of various
sizes.

The final chapter—“Testimonies and Documents”—contains brief excerpts
from significant thoughts of prominent men of letters on the themes explored in
the text. Erasmus of Rotterdam, Jean-Jacques Rousseau, Cervantes, Chateau-
briand, and Umberto Eco are just a few of those whose comments on the signifi-
cance of the book reinforce Bruno Blasselle’s views on the miraculous effect the
book has had on the human mind in particular and on society in general.

Hermina G. B. Anghelescu, Wayne State University, Detroit

Dictionary of British Comic Artists, Writers and Editors. By Alan Clark. London: The
British Library, 1998. ix, 196 pp. £40.00. ISBN 0-7123-4521-3.

This unique dictionary is “an attempt to record the biographical details of
many of the most important contributors to British comics” (ix). The chronolog-
ical range covers 1867 to 1997. It is not surprising that fewer entries focus on the
period preceding the twentieth century, but it is surprising that so few entries
deal with the years after 1980. There are only a handful of entries that bring the
coverage into the 1980s, and it is difficult, at best, to find more than a few entries
that treat events in the 1990s.
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Uneven chronological treatment aside, this is a fascinating and timely refer-
ence work. Comic art, books, and strips are finally being recognized as important
repositories of our popular cultural heritage and history. Having been neglected
for so long, many of the greatest comic artists, editors, and writers lived, worked,
and died in obscurity. It is to this book’s credit that it goes a long way toward
stripping away “that anonymity and reveal[ing] biographical details of these
unsung heroes” (v) from Great Britain.

Beginning with its prestigious publisher, the British Library, the credentials of
this volume only improve with a consideration of the author. An historian and col-
lector of comics, Alan Clark has published many articles on comics, participated
in lectures and seminars on comics and comic art, worked as a script writer for a
variety of popular comics, and authored a number of books about comics. Among
his monographic works are The Best of British Comic Art (London: Boxtree, 1989),
Comics: An Illustrated History (London: Green Wood, 1991) with Laurel Clark, and
two biographical works on British comic artists, The Comic Art of Roy Wilson (Kent,
England: Midas Books, 1983) with David Ashford and The Comic Art of Reg Parlett:
60 Years of Comics! (Kent, England: Golden Fun, 1986).

The dictionary presents 750 entries, arranged alphabetically by surname, vary-
ing in length from one sentence to a full page. There are 176 entries providing
birth and death dates and an additional 69 entries which provide approximate
dates. Although this leaves fully two-thirds of the entries without any dates, this
is an admirable average given the obscurity of many of the subjects. The shorter
entries include, at minimum, an approximate time frame of professional activity,
a professional designation—artist, manager, editor, or writer—and comic titles
that were worked on. The longer entries regularly include personal history, birth
place, schooling, family, military involvement, other careers, and so on, as well as
professional history. Most notably, the professional histories include a detailed
list of all comic books, strips, and publishers (with specific dates for each). If indi-
vidual titles were part of a larger publication—a newspaper or a variety comic
book with more than one story included—the title of the larger publication is also
noted.

The years of research and personal involvement on the part of the author are
clearly evident in the number and range of people included in this volume. It is
also evident in the rich anecdotal information that turns up every so often. For
instance, the entry on Hartley Aspen relates, “A religious man he took his duties
seriously enough to conduct prayers for the staff in his office every morning at
10.00a.m.” (5).

In addition to the wealth of textual information, the dictionary also includes
one hundred illustrations. The illustrations are all black ink reproductions
(except for four photographic portraits) and are all nicely used to illustrate the
drawing styles discussed in the connected entries. The book is handsomely put
together, and the running headings at the top of each page facilitate use.

Given that the names of many of the professionals included in the dictionary
are unknown, even to enthusiasts, one cannot help but wonder why an index of
comic book/strip names was not created. This would be a large index, as many
people worked for a sizable number of publications throughout their careers, but
it would add greatly to the value of the book. A useful source of supplemental
information that is included is the selected bibliography dealing with British
comic artists, writers, and editors.

The book is described on its dust jacket as a “pioneering biographical dictio-
nary,” and this claim is true enough. The only similar work is Simon Houfe’s The
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Dictionary of 19th Century British Book Illustrators and Caricaturists (Wordbridge,
Suffolk: Antique Collectors’ Club, 1996). Although some artists are treated in
both books, the focus of Clark’s dictionary is novel both in terms of the medium
considered (solely comics) and the chronological coverage.

Overall, this is an important and unique reference source. Despite the absence
of a comic book/strip index and the somewhat uneven chronological coverage,
the book is a handsome, well-researched, and useful source of hard-to find infor-
mation. This book is highly recommended for comic enthusiasts and any univer-
sity library that supports studies in popular culture.

Noah S. Lowenstein, University of Texas at Austin

A Global Encyclopedia of Historical Writing. Edited by D. R. Woolf. New York:
Garland Publishing, 1998. 2 vols. xxxiv, 1,047 pp. $175.00. ISBN 0-8153-1514-7.

As the Nineteenth International Congress of Historical Sciences, planned for
August 2000 in Oslo, takes shape, the history profession can be grateful that this
project that has consumed most of this decade has come to fruition. Professor 
D. R. Woolf from Dalhousie University, editor of this work and historian of early
modern England, deserves our thanks—as do his editorial colleagues, and the
more than 360 contributors from around the world.

The splendid introductory essay provides an ample justification for the work
and a rationale for its organization. “History,” we are reminded, “does not make
itself. It is constructed by men and women, living at specific times, who wish to
understand a period or episode in the past, and to describe it for contemporary
(and often future) readers” (xi).

History has fulfilled different roles and has taken various forms. Though a
certain degree of accuracy has generally been the aim, the writer of history has
been necessarily guided by the influences of the period of writing and mindsets
of the writers themselves. Thus, historical writing can reveal as much or more
about the historian as about the subject of study. The concept of historiography
is critical to this work, since it is “a book about history in the sense of the
practice of writing about the past, not a book about the past itself” (xiii).
Historiography has at least three meanings: “(1) to describe writing about the
past in general, . . . (2) to describe the current and recent state of writing
about a particular period, person, or topic in the past, . . . (3) as shorthand for
a class on historical method(s) or the logic of historical inquiry” (xiii). The
Encyclopedia incorporates all three senses of the word and thus “explores the
richness, not the rigidity, of historiography.”

Three types of entries appear in the work: “(1) brief biographical entries on
individual historians or sometimes individual works and genres of historiography
associated with no particular author or multiple authors; (2) longer surveys of
national or regional historiographies, sometimes contained in more than one
entry (as for instance in the case of China, England, and Japan), but more typi-
cally in a single entry; and (3) topical articles on certain concepts, approaches, or
themes in historiography, for instance Philosophy of History, Counterfactuals, the
Industrial Revolution, Class, Marxism, and so on” (xiv). Thus, to give examples
of each, one finds entries on “Curti, Merle Eugene (1897–1996),” “Czech
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Historiography,” and “Cultural History” (214–9). While the articles of the first
type comprise the largest number, those in the latter two categories are far more
lengthy. The alphabetically arranged entries employ spelling that represents
modern English usage and forms.

Two exclusions are explicit in the work. “(1) With certain exceptions, such as
the Historiography of the French Revolution, the Holocaust, or the Industrial
Revolution, when the issues raised have spilled into other branches of historical
writing, we have not endeavored to provide historiographical essays on every sub-
ject controverted among historians; this could easily have expanded two volumes
into twenty. (2) Individual historians have been selected carefully and with the
overall aims of the volume in mind. . . . Since this is an encyclopedia of histori-
cal writing, and not a biographical dictionary of historians, certain principles of
selection have been followed” (xiv). Among these selection principles is the inclu-
sion of the “greats,” those that redress the established Western and gender bias,
and some living historians and nonhistorians who have had an unusually impor-
tant impact on the field of written history.

Each entry includes, in addition to the contributor’s name and relevant cross-
references, two bibliographical sections—“Texts” that signify works written by an
historian or a classic work on the subject, and “References” that signify sec-
ondary works about the historian or topic. Both lists of works reflect the judgment
of the editor and contributors, and are not viewed as definitive.

Even the casual reader will note the international character of this work.
Though the contributors are drawn mainly from the British Commonwealth, 
the United States, and Europe, historians from Asia and Eastern Europe are
included. Only the regions of Africa and Latin America seem thinly represented
by nationals. Nevertheless, the coverage is worldwide, even if expatriates and
others have prepared the articles. Some users will have wished that the titles of
contributed articles had appeared with the listing of contributors at the begin-
ning of the first volume.

Readers of this journal will be somewhat puzzled at the absence of an entry for
“Library History” or “Libraries, History of,” though they will find one for “Book,
History of the” (99–101) by Louis-Georges Harvey of Bishop’s University,
Lennoxville, Quebec. The contributor adopts the view that the modern history of
the book movement has in fact united hitherto less integrated subgenres of his-
torical study, citing, not surprisingly, Robert Darnton and the histoire du livre schol-
ars as the significant, creative researchers and writers of bibliographical social
history. The final page of this article refers to collections of books and their users,
but relegates library history to a virtual footnote by stating, “Although most
library history to the late 1970s was primarily institutional in nature, the impact
of book history forced a new consideration of the social role of early libraries”
(101). So much for the work of British, European, and American library histori-
ans who have laid the critical foundations for the later work of Phyllis Dain,
Michael Harris, and Wayne Wiegand, who have certainly flourished in the past
two decades.

Again, readers will find no article on “Libraries,” though they will discover one
on “Museums” (640–1) and “Archives” (46–8)—as well as others on the related
fields of “Bibliography” (88–9), “Numismatics” (664–5), and “Paleography and
Diplomatic” [sic] (688–92, by the editor himself). The generally excellent index—
that includes names and concepts in the text of entries, but not in the cited ref-
erences—reveals fourteen page references to “Libraries” and references to the
articles on “Bibliography” and “Book, History of the.”
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Despite limitations that the editorial staff recognizes in the introduction, this
accessible and readable encyclopedia will be of great value for students who need
manageable synopses of important historians’ contributions and overviews of spe-
cific subjects, and for historians of all kinds who venture beyond the comfort of
their specialized fields of inquiry. Granting the fact that most of the work of his-
torians—those included in the work and those using the work—involves library
collections, it is only fitting to recommend this work for addition to such institu-
tions to keep the endeavor of historical writing going.

Donald G. Davis Jr., University of Texas at Austin

Librarianship and the Information Paradigm. By Richard Apostle and Boris Raymond.
Lanham, Md.: Scarecrow Press, 1997. xiii, 162 pp. $32.50. ISBN 0-8108-3273-9.

According to the opening paragraph of this book, “Today, two seemingly incom-
patible perspectives are contending for the soul of librarianship” (1). This con-
tention is between the Library Service paradigm and the Information paradigm.
In the battle between those who support the “L” word and those who prefer the
information approach, the authors come down squarely on the library’s side.
Raymond, in the first chapter, claims that the word information is so vague as to
be meaningless in the definition of a new paradigm.

The book is organized into eight chapters, written variously by Apostle,
Raymond, or both, with additions by others in some chapters. The first and last
chapters are essays that examine the conflicting paradigms and librarianship in
a postmodern setting respectively. The remaining six chapters are various stud-
ies centered around the theme of a changing paradigm and a hypothetical
emerging market for the graduates of library and information science schools.

In the second chapter the authors look at the ways in which technological
change has affected the skill patterns in the library profession in Canada. In a
national survey conducted in 1994 (the most recent study in the book), a sample
of 555 people employed in public, school, academic, government, and other spe-
cial libraries were asked various questions about the tasks and skills involved in
their employment. Their results suggest a bifurcation between public school and
academic libraries on one side, and special libraries on the other, with special
libraries being the focus of technological change.

Chapter Three is a comparative study of the National Library of Canada (NLC)
and the Canadian Institute for Scientific and Technical Information (CISTI). The
authors, along with Kim Adams, conducted a detailed historical study as well as
staff member interviews in order to determine how these agencies informed
their publics—whether they provided the basic bibliographic information found
in traditional library service or went beyond that to provide a spectrum of in-
formative data. The authors concluded that both agencies were very much in the
traditional library mold, despite CISTI’s assertions to the contrary.

The next chapter examines the assumption that library and information sci-
ence are converging by looking at the literature of both fields over a twenty-year
period. The authors, assisted in this case by Paul Smith, chose an equal number
of library science journals and information science journals from Canada,
Britain, and the United States. In their content analysis of randomly chosen
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articles from the selected journals, they found only modest convergence in the
technology-driven areas and none in the area of underlying theory.

Chapters five and six examine the notion of an emerging labor market outside
of libraries for graduates of library and information science programs. In chapter
five the authors analyze job requirements listed in the ads of nine Canadian
newspapers. For chapter six they interviewed recent graduates of Canadian
library schools to determine what types of employment they had and how rele-
vant their library school experiences were. In both cases, Boris and Raymond
found less evidence of an emerging market than might be expected.

The focus of chapter seven is on the changes in curricula in Canadian library
schools. All seven of these schools offer a two-year master’s degree, and all now
include “information” in their titles. While there have been some curricular
changes, perhaps more important are the jurisdictional claims reflected by the
changes. The primary claim of the library and information science degree over
other information-related degrees seems to be the user-centeredness of the field,
a position that reflects the traditional service orientation.

Librarianship and the Information Paradigm also contains useful appendices and an
extensive bibliography (148–58). The only concern is that, although the book was
published in 1997, much of the research on the emerging information market was
conducted five to ten years ago.

Suellen S. Adams, University of Texas at Austin

Our Singular Strengths: Meditations for Librarians. By Michael Gorman. Chicago:
American Library Association, 1998. xv, 196 pp. $20.00. ISBN 0-8389-0724-5.

In Our Singular Strengths: Meditations for Librarians, Michael Gorman offers 144
meditations or “upside down koans—observations rooted in experience and rea-
son that may provide insight into libraries, librarianship, and being a librarian
today” (xiii). In this volume, Gorman is constantly challenging us to keep in mind
the need to balance the old and the new, to use tools and technology effectively
to offer the highest possible level of service to our users, and to preserve materi-
als. He uses a consistent format of an opening quotation, a short essay/reflection,
and an “I will” action statement that challenges the reader to take a positive,
pro-active position. The volume is divided into twelve chapters with twelve med-
itations per chapter, reflective of our desire as librarians for logic and order.

Although Gorman occasionally weaves historically significant persons associ-
ated with libraries into his narratives, he also devotes an entire chapter, “Lives,”
to people who have made an impression on him during his years in library school
and in the profession. Reflecting his interest in all people, he includes a variety
of persons, from the modest Mister Jones, who cared deeply about users in his
small branch, to such pillars of library service as Melvil Dewey, Andrew Carnegie,
Hugh Atkinson, S. R. Ranganathan, and Eileen Colwell.

I particularly appreciate Gorman’s chapter on “Laws,” where he gave a
meditation on each of Ranganathan’s Five Laws of Library Science. S. R.
Ranganathan, the great Indian librarian, left us a legacy in several areas, includ-
ing library service and descriptive cataloging. These twenty-four words, in five
statements, so clearly and succinctly state what value and service we have to
offer. They have had such an impact on our profession that they bear repeating:
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“Books are for use. Every book its reader. Every reader his book. Save the time of
the reader. The library is a growing organism” (55).

Gorman acknowledges that Ranganathan’s laws underlie his beliefs and work
as a librarian. Given this fact, he has created five new laws, not to replace
Ranganathan’s but as an “experiment in analyzing our situation today in the
light of his ideas” (61). Gorman’s new laws are: “Libraries serve humanity.
Respect all forms by which knowledge is communicated. Use technology intelli-
gently to enhance service. Protect free access to knowledge. Honor the past and
create the future” (62–9).

I particularly like Gorman’s fifth new law, “Honor the past and create the
future” (69). While books and manuscripts have traditionally been the focus of
libraries, libraries always been about collecting a variety of materials. The key to
the future is achieving a “balance in present and future libraries among print,
video, or sound recordings on the one hand, and electronic texts, images, and
databases on the other” (69).

Among the points that the author makes are the uniqueness and individuality
of libraries. Each one is unique, reflecting the community it serves, the library
staff, and those that have built the collections over the decades. Many of
Gorman’s action statements or resolutions repeat the same themes, only in
slightly different language. These include the importance of service and his com-
mitment to intellectual freedom. In fact, he states that support of the Office of
Intellectual Freedom alone is sufficient reason for being a member of the
American Library Association.

This is a stimulating, 196-page book that reflects on the thoughts, ideas, emo-
tions, and perspectives that many of us have felt or experienced in our profes-
sional careers. It can be read linearly or at random, since each meditation stands
on its own. While it provides no “how we do it good” answers, it does remind us
of the intellectual foundations of library science. If one is feeling discouraged or
frustrated, this would be the perfect antidote. Gorman’s passionate belief in
libraries and their core values of service, intellectual freedom, and uncensored
access to library materials comes through clearly.

Michael LaCroix, Creighton University

The Evolution of the Book. By Frederick G. Kilgour. New York: Oxford University
Press, 1998. 180 pp. $35.00. ISBN 0-19-511859-6.

Avatars of the Word: From Papyrus to Cyberspace. By James J. O’Donnell. Cambridge,
Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1998. xii, 210 pp. $24.95. ISBN 0-674-05545-4.

Of the making of books about the end of books there may be no end.
Juxtaposing them is usually provocative, but putting these two titles alongside
each other is hard to beat, since the authors are so different and have so much
going for them. One is from industrial times, the other postindustrial. In the
world of biblio-apocalyptics one is an avowed preemptivist—computers wipe 
out books, not a bad thing since life moves on, being helped by technology if not
tantamount to it—while the other is a cumulativist—books and computers coex-
ist, not a bad thing since life, even if it is messier, is the richer for that, better
suited to work on real problems. In other words, one wants to serve donuts to Ray
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Bradbury’s firemen; the other wants to sit down and talk with them. Kilgour’s
insights recall his long experience in endless committee meetings on library
operations: technological innovation has inspired his efforts, so as to make this
book his apologia. In contrast, O’Donnell is in the business of looking for answers:
his apologia consists of the insights that emerge out of the dialogue of academic
seminars based on the evidence preserved in libraries.

Kilgour makes no bones about it: “It is not possible to anticipate the demise of
the printed book in terms of dates, but one can anticipate that the acceptance
of the yet to be introduced successful electronic book will bring it to an end”
(160). The word “successful” gives him a nice fudge factor, perhaps even an
escape hatch. His reasoning resonates with the “punctuated equilibrea” of pale-
ontological theory (4), with seven “punctuations” in the history of the media:
clay tablets, papyrus roll, codex, hand printing, steam-powered printing, offset
printing, and electronic books. It can be argued that only the first two of these
are truly gone today, and in both cases the medium disappeared with a whole civ-
ilization that sponsored it. The others are still all around, along with the oldest
and most basic of the media, the spoken word.

His argument is supported by a tightly paced overview of the technology of
book history, rich in details—names, dates, and other specifics, mostly based on
impressive library source work—with a neat summary ending each chapter.
Curiously absent and presumably irrelevant are the likes of Aldus, the Estiennes,
Plantin, or Isaiah Thomas. Nor does he include the great artisans—from
Garamont, Haultin, and the master Franco-Flemish punch-cutters, up through
Morris, Cobden-Sanderson and the modern fine-printing movement—or most of
the landmarks of intellectual and cultural history that define that world called
“Printing and the Mind of Man.” He is quick to talk about “societal needs,” but
he rarely develops arguments to tie the needs to the wealth of acts he presents.
His other four “necessary concurrent elements” (4) are technological knowledge
and experience, organizational experience and capability, integration of new
forms, and economic viability. In so brief a text, his aim thus seems more hec-
toring than converting, more celebrating than explaining. This all gives us a
rather Whiggish reading on book history, seemingly of interest mostly to venture
capitalists. His potent prose still explains why Kilgour is recognized as one of the
major library innovators of the recent past.

O’Donnell’s is not an historical account but a probing of the interrelationships
between reading and thinking. His “historical meditation” is on “that fundamen-
tal but slippery unit of discourse, the word” (8); his avatars are not divine incar-
nations, but rather “manifestations” of powerful abstractions that take “palpable
shape for human perception” (xi). His preface (ix) bravely announces that the
media supplement rather than supplant: “Each new generation of technological
advance adds to the possibilities and makes the interplay among different media
more complex.” As Kilgour deals with the production and innovation of the book
media, O’Donnell deals with the experience of books. His strokes are broad, and
his cool prose often saves him from coming off as pretentious: breezy conceits
end up driving home strong arguments. (His “hyperlinks” are a case in point.)
There is a rhythm to his dialectic that is much to be admired.

But this too is a short book, so many of his arguments cry out for fuller treat-
ment. (A larger type size would help too.) For instance, should he really be argu-
ing that “classical antiquity was created in the eighteenth century” (113), if
being “one of the most impressive creations of that age” is measured by the
absence of the likes of Scaliger, Lipsius, and Bentley? St. Augustine is more intro-
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spective than Cassiodorus, but he is all the more powerful to most of us, in spite
of and often because of his many odd notions. And “a medium that . . . plunges
forward to the technical cutting edge” (63) is exciting to contemplate, until one
envisions lemmings doing all that plunging. O’Donnell’s feelings about librari-
ans, however, will particularly endear him to this journal’s readers (page 90:
“Can we imagine a time in our universities when librarians are the well-paid
principals and teachers their mere acolytes?”).

O’Donnell’s last chapters end up back in academia, where he calls for reforms
of discourse through computer interfaces. His points resonate in other recent
books (Bill Readings’s The University in Ruins, also Harvard University Press,
comes to mind), but focused on ideas and their avatars in books and libraries.
The battle against ignorance is uphill, so if his enlightened euphoria also marks
him as an academic administrator manqué, more power to him. Throughout he is
outspoken, happy to pick beautiful fights, and remind us perhaps rather too often
that he is an Irishman. “Zealots foolishly proclaim that the book is dead, and
utopians and dystopians croon and keen over the futures their fantasies allow
them,” he announces. “My own view is that we can expect no simple changes,
that all changes will bring both costs and benefits, loss and gain, and that [we
need] to find ways to adapt technologies to our lives and our lives to technolo-
gies” (9). Hard to argue here: most of us are on his side, even if, like any good
seminar leader, he really wants us to fight.

O’Donnell further meditates thus on page 115: “We have the preposterous
chutzbah to think it a disadvantage if our society becomes more multilingual
because our insularity is threatened by it.” It is heresy, of course, to propose that
Anglophone library imperialism—MARC, AACR-2, their transliteration ameni-
ties, and other of the library profession’s finest achievements, not to mention our
largely monolingual electronic superhighways and the hardware on which they
depend—may leave our civilization and its institutions of communication both
vulnerable to terrorism from without and subject to entropy from within. As one
thinks of media in terms of their civilizations, one sees why his friend
Cassiodorus needs to be remembered, even if it is never quite clear how he can
change your life.

The question of media as preemptive and cumulative thus tends to dissolve—
no great loss—but into an equally skewed option. On the one side now is
Kilgour’s heavenly vision of celestial clockwork (its determinism really less
deadly than it sounds and often fun, especially for congenital apparatchiks), on
the other O’Donnell’s dialogue, straight out of Shaw’s “Don Juan in Hell” (also
fun, especially for unrehabilitated heroic vitalists, and even after one remembers
Anne’s last words to Jack). Thomas Hobbes, in proposing that out of our pasts we
recreate our futures, is a welcome referee; meanwhile, our present purgatory
seems like a nice place to dream of our future residencies.

D. W. Krummel, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
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Communications

Award Thanks Professor and Continues
Mentoring Cycle

Lynne Fors knows the impact of mentoring. She has honed her knowl-
edge in special collections and rare books as the student of Professor
Emeritus Donald W. Krummel, widely respected for his scholarship and
teaching in this specialty. Fors also is the first recipient of a scholarly
fund created by Krummel’s former students and associates in gratitude
for his influence in their lives. The stipend Fors received defrayed the cost
of attending Rare Book School at the University of Virginia this past
summer, which provided yet another opportunity for professional growth.

“Professor Krummel is an incredible mentor,” Fors says. “He has
provided me with invaluable opportunities, both academically, through
encouraging me to pursue research, and in terms of library work,
through numerous introductions to other librarians and scholars in my
field. I’m pleased that I am the type of librarian that this fund is meant
to support. I’m also grateful that such a fund exists, because I think 
that it is important to support all types of librarians, no matter how
specialized.”

The Donald W. and Marilyn Krummel Endowment Fund helps mas-
ter’s students attend educational programs and professional events that
deal with the graphic and artifactual evidence of books. Alumni and
friends made gifts to the school in honor of their professor at his 1997
retirement; the Krummels added a small gift of their own and focused
the award.

“Many students with strong academic backgrounds and interests in
subjects like rare books and music choose to come here,” Krummel says.
“Library work in these specialties is exciting and important, but posi-
tions are also very competitive. The University of Illinois is blessed with
exceptional collections and top librarians in these areas, but those who
want to pursue specialty careers also very much need to get to know and
work in the larger community of experts.”
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“Lynne has the career objectives and an interest in rare books that is
similar to mine,” adds Krummel of his namesake award’s first recipient.
“The fund is intended to nurture student interest in books, history, and
music, which have fascinated me all my life. Lynne has done very good
work. With the award from this fund, she was able to add to her knowl-
edge beyond her GSLIS courses.”

“His generosity of spirit is inspiring,” says Susan Barrick, assistant
dean for outreach and development. “When his former students pro-
posed the fund, they wrote: ‘During his tenure at GSLIS, Don has earned
many accolades for his scholarship and teaching. And, for many of us, he
has linked us with professional contacts, rewarding positions, and com-
patible mates—well beyond the call of duty for any advisor. You might
say that Don has helped us make the best connections in our lives.’ They
formed this fund as a lasting tribute to a professor who already had given
so much—and Don gave even more, by ensuring that the fund reached
endowment status.”

Krummel’s mentoring ability influenced Fors even before they met.
She worked in the library at Smith College as an undergraduate, where
her supervisor fanned an interest in special collections and rare books.
When it was time to apply to graduate programs, this supervisor sug-
gested pursuit of a degree at the University of Illinois under the tutelage
of her own mentor—Krummel. Once enrolled at the U. of I., Fors took
the classes that Krummel continues to teach, including bibliography and
library history. Out of these grew her Special Collections exhibition,
“Chez la Veuve: Women Printers in Great Britain, 1450–1700.”

“I knew I wanted to work in this library,” Fors says of her role as a grad-
uate assistant in Special Collections at the U. of I. Library. “This truly is
the place for people who know they want to work in rare books and spe-
cial collections. The University has an incredible collection, and great
faculty to support it.”

It’s not common to make a decision to commit to such specialized work
so early in an LIS career, she concedes, but she’s sure of her path. “I can
see myself doing this type of work for the rest of my life,” says Fors, who
completes her M.S. degree in library and information science this
December. Attending Rare Book School with the help of the stipend was
another step along that path: “The course I took reminded me that 
in this specialization I need to be able to ‘do it all’—donor relations,
cataloging, acquisitions, handling security, collection appraisal—and it’s
exactly this diversity of tasks that interests me. I also had a wonderful
opportunity to meet other professionals in the community in which I
want to work.”

The Krummel Fund is available to support attendance at other
events, such as summer institutes at the American Antiquarian
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Society, the Book History Conference in 2000, and music bibliography
conferences.

The Graduate School of Library and Information Science at the University of

Illinois is consistently ranked one of the top three library and information science

programs in the U.S. The University of Illinois, founded in 1867, is regularly named

one of the leading universities in the country.
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